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BEt JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 



S-r • •) 
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INTERVIEW WITH 


denied^eyflT-JjMjii 
f illati ons .^^HP 
following s^nec 


Le wed~at his home by Special A gem 

^^wae oooparative 
Soau sa of his uni on Aif- 
He”Iurni8had the 


i’frrrr; 


ina 


been ra 

e no known criminal record* 
statement. 


epl 


W* ill. 

moe 


'or 16, 1945 


**1^ n i., 

Toluntarily make the ^r^^ ^w^ig statement bo Speoial Agents 

an d of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No 

or have been made to oause me to make this statement and 

I know that the same can be presented in a oourt of law. 

"I was born in emigrating to America 

in I was naturalized in j^^^^nS^resently employed at Panther 

Creek ^5 and belong to PMA. I have been a Progressive sinoe in started in 
1932. 

"I hav^inia^worked at either Mine A or Mine B. However, 
in the summer of 1940 H[|^^^^^Bwho was working at Mine B told me that 
Mine B was going to hir^som^Sn; and I was looking for work so I went out 
and talked to OSCAR FALCETTI. Mr. FALCETTI told me that he didn't need 
any men. Be didn't asked me what union I belonged to or where I had worked 
before. There was otheT"men there that morning and he turned them all down 
for the same reason. 

"I have read the above statement and it is true and oorreot. 

/»/ 


Witnessed t 



■ 


Speoial Agents, FBI, Springfield, 111. 
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EE: JOHN L# LSTIS, ET AL 

Spring- 
horns 

by Special Agents 

was cooperativeTOTJtitosnD^^^Tt that 
jnalce a as he didn't start at nine B 

22, 1940, and has very little knowledge of pertinent facts* 
has no known criminal record. He furnished the following signed state- 


nomo 

. M p 


meat : 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 18, 1943 


111. do 


Springfield^ 

tarily Agents I 

No threats or promises have been made 

tj O CC.USO TTif^ . and I know that these faots can be pre- 

sented in court. 

"I was born in HHHHHmH comin S to America 1 

was naturalized in SpringfieldTni-irT^^B 1 be 6 0n working in the mines 
in joining UIF;A at that time. I began working at Mine B Jan. 

presently enployod there as a digger. I have never held an 
office in either union. 

n y ^ T vmr>yi+ ± n ?/ i n P Vmv$ nr Coined PWA 

at Panther Creok #4. Sam Catalonia (Joe Albaneeo) signed me up Ulfi'iA in the 
wash house just a couple of days after I started to work. I was never 
throatenod or boat up but I heard about some of the men getting beat up. 

I didn't know any of the men who were beaten up or why they were beaten. 

I joined UJTJA bocause tho men told me that they were in the majority and I 
didn't tnink I could get a job if I was PUn. 

"I voted in the NIPS election in 1941 which the UMTIA won. This 
seemed to be a fair & square election* 

"At present I think both unions are about the same and I don't 
favor either one. 

*1 have had the above statement read to me by Agerit^ 

The same is true k correot* 


"Witnessed j 



Special Agents, F* B* I* 
Springfield, 111** 


- 233 - 







RE I JOS!? L. mas, ETAL 




V 

* 4 - 

\ 




o^s^of his la ok i 

it is not boliovod that 
fmPhas no known original rooorc 
stcrtomont . 


Springfield, Illinois, wa, 

ooial A ponte 

'was oooporativo 
on starting thoro 
ould nako a good witness, 
nishod tho following sign 


Springfiold, 111* 
Soptonbor 18, 1949 



boon mado to oauso no to 


Springfiold, 111. 
to Spooial Agont _ 
Nc throats or provisos of any kin 
his statamont. 


do 

170 




* "O — — — 

I ha to novor held an 


"I was born in oono to Amorioa in 

T wn k hh +3 > T>r'. 1 t t n T1 T ^ 

'tho minos in joining TJBJA at that timo. 

offico in a ns^Snior^^^^E p roBontly employed at Mino D as a dlggo r, 
starting on Boforo starting at Kino B I wcrkod atjM|BB| 

* About two or throo months boforo I mrwl 
~I triod to got employment thero but wns rofusod. OSCAR FALCETTI 


whioh ho know was PUL. 


askod me whore I worked and I told him 

Ho told mo that ho was fillod up. I novor saw Mr . FAICETTI hire oayono 
else while I was thoro and ho novor montionod UlTi/. to mo. 


"I ha vo had tho above statamont road to mo by Agont 
It is truo tt oorroct. 

/»/ 


Witnossodj 



Special Agonts, FBI 
Springfiold, ill.” 
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EE* JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


DT El? VIEW WITH 


*'• 

t 





...If 

ppr-.-M 


r-f* 1 

r?.ryrtl 






Illinois* no 8 intor- 


Springfield 
al Ad onis 
’ad 

fuBod -work at Kino D whilo that mino wu^rork^i^wdor an "opon •hop" ftgroo- 
nont. Hc-./ovor, it is net boliovod that J^^HH^rould nako a good -wit- 
ness inasmuch as ho wasn’t spooifioally rofusod booauso of hiB union 
affiliations and was not askod to Join Ulfilh as a oondition to got a Job* 
■■■■Whas no known oriminnl record. Ho fumishod tho following signed 
statonont . 

" Springfiold, 111* 

Boptoribor IS, 1943 

Sprlng fiold, III., do 

vol untarily nako tho fol lowing statomont to Spodial Agent j 
mid Ho throats or provisos of any kind haver 

to oauso mo tc nako this statonont. 



and oomo to Amorioa 
I bogan working in 
to. I novor hold an 


"I was born in __________ 

in Mm 1 wcs naturalizodin Springfiold, 
tho nines in Amorioa inJ^H joining Ulil/V at thal 
offico in any union. 

”1 novor worked at liino B but I did ask for a job thoro 
onco whilo thoy voro working "opon shop” of tor tho striko* itr • FAICETTI 
askod no whoro I had werkod, and if I was was Progressive. Ho also askod 
no if I had any Pregrossivo friondc at Kino B and I told him yos. Bo 
wouldn’t givo mo a job, but I undor stood that ho was hiring plonty of mon 
at that tine, sono alnost ovory day. 

^.nd novor triod to got 
inthor Crook #4* 


”1 started working atj 

a job at Kino B again. At prosont I’m a diggor at 

"So bo of tho mon who workod at Kino B told no that if I 
would go to soo a DKVi organisor that I could got a Job, but I didn’^irant 
join UHIa at that tino booousolhopod to go book to ny Job at 
^'hon it opanod up, and was Progrossivo* 

who was at Kino B, and usod to work with no st 
askod mo to go ao Kino B and ask for work. Ho told no to go to 
ocauso thoy wore hiring mon* 
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EEj JOHN L. USUIS, ETAL 


nrrEtVIg.* WITH "I havo ted th o abovo 1^ pagoc of etatanonts mdd by taa roftd 
to no by Tho s&no is truo & oojwoots 

(CONTINUED) . . 

/o/ 

"Witnossodt 



>poo: 

Springfiold, 111*’’ 
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tfVXUI u* 


TWTTC TTf 
LtOUiU} 
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INTERVIEW KITH 



Illinois# 

PI E mployment# 
Speoi&l 
was re- 


occasions 


ana went so i&r as w mo *. ^xcv^jui ****** m uw 


to secure employment. .For this reason it is felt that he would make a 
good witness on the"refused employment at Mine B after November 6# 1939 


FWTf question” • 


has no known criminal record. He furnished 


the follawine siened statement* 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 20, 1943. 


'I* 


mfiV-g the following | 

No threats or promises were made to cause me to 

"tS^TTatement and I know that the facts can be presented in oourt. 



"During the fall of 1940 I applied for a job driving mules at 
Mine B, on 15 or 20 occassion a, talking to Oscar Faloetti on each occassion . 
The first time I was there he took me in the office and he asked me where 
I worked last. I told him Panther Creek $4 (which was BiA). Be told me 
"nothing doing” and asked me to come back again. *Ihen I returned on a 
number of occassions he would just shake his head. 


a buss 

a job. 


"I had a friend by the name of ( 


- X If.' _ D J T 4-u* ^ a • AWflTn ma Vn+ 

CL V JlUXIitS V p (UiU JL Vi itw vw iuou yw ***** ***** 


who got a job as 

T fl + m A A Ain * f »*t. 

* VVAA* ****** * - 


”l saw others there on the days that I asked for work, but 
never heard him, Oscar Falcetti, refuse or hire anyone else. However, I 
know that he did hire some miners from Panther Creek #4 who changed over 
to UMAX. Some of them talked to me when I was out there looking for a 
job. 


» 


"M r # falcetti never asked me to change ny affiliations Of 
promised me a job if I would do so. 

"After I was refused about 2D times the BIA Local Officials 
advised ms to fils a claim with N.L.R.B. which I did through tbfi T Ut 
Atty. 


"I have had the above statements consisting of 1^ pages read 


to me by Agent 



The same are true and correot. 

/*/ 


Special Agents, F.B.I., Springfield, Illinois# 
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BE; JOHN L. LEWIS, 1ST AL 


The following individuals were listed by the YlSk union as having 
been refused employment at Mine B after NoWm ber 6, 1939. They w ere 
interviewed by Special Agents 

From the replies of these individuals which are listed hereinafter it 
appears the 'FlLk union possibly submitted a list of their unemployed to the 
Mine B office to secure employment for their unemployed without the knowledge 
of the individual miner. **© me of the miners did make inquiries at the Mine 
for work, but did not leave their names to be called. A he individual responses 
on this matter are as follows* 


but that he never went there in person, and nevar was requested to report for 
work. 


he maae an appii cation j.ur «v> wic h4.jic vmw *n November, 1939# 
but was advised they were n f illed up" . He Btated he did not see anyone else 
being hired, that he was never called later as he did not leave his name 
and never went back. 


he mac . . and not at Mine B. 

JJq <*A^i aJ Wa naWow WDc 1 ivl f ftW * 


office. Be stated no one was being hired that day and he did not go hacky 


made a.. — , „ y and never requested the 

Fhtk union to do so for him. 


inq i _ . it opened in November, 1939 


never 

for work, and did not request the FMA to do so. 



pilinois, advised he 
Inquiry at the mine 



mPd Illinois, advised one 
a application in for him at Mine B, 





Illinois, advised 


and has not advised what ms Chicago address is to date. 




Illinois, advised 


in 

Committee in the Wash House. That he nevar made application at the company 

... * . . . . . , , , * «■ 4 . > '_<-v _• ^ 




Illinois, advised he never 



Illinois, advised he made 
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BE t JOHN L. LE7JIS, ET AL. 


The following ml nera were_lnt£Evigwgd__at their homes by Special 
Agents flHHHflHllB on September 

and all^^^hen^nte^ogated alon^th^irie^o^’Refuaed employment Mine 
E after November 6# 1939 fluA’ 1 » 

The first four adviBed that they had never worked at Mine B 
and had never asked ior a job at Mine B at all. The next three never 
worked at Mine B, but had asked for a job, but in all instances the date 
of the asking was before the Btrike in May of 1937. The remaining two 
individuals had never worked at Mine B either, but had sought employment 
during the years 1941 and 1942 after Mr, Elshoff had purchased Mine A* 



Springfield, Illinois. 



r’ 


* 


( 


EE: JOHN L. LET^IS, ETAL. 



(Signed) 



Special Agents t F.B.I. 

U. S. Dept. IT Justice." 


fie: JOHN L. LE.,15, ETAL 
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ffei JOHN L. LET' 13, ET lb. 



THTERTIS 


an' 

T7T1943, 


irviered by Special Agents 
it Springfield, Illinois on 
at rhich time he appeared to be very 


AUjJLywuyi 1 

sincere and cooperative, although his information relative to instant ease 
is rather limited. He rould make a good i itnoss to testify as to the facts 
set forth in the following signed statement. 


i 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 13, 1943 





following voluntary statement to 

knovring them to be Special Agents 


in the Federal Bureau of Investigation, No threats or promises have 
been made to me to induce me to make a statement « 


”1 presently re- 
side at nearly all ray life 

and have rorkccn!^Sr^^sincc January, 1941, I am still employed 
there. 

"I irst joined U.li.T,. in^BBvhon I came to the United States 
and I am nor a U. S. citi2en. never held any office in any union 

and in 1932 I joined Progressive Then it ras formed, I had nothing to 
do vitn the formation of but I ras favorably inclined ter ‘and 

P.N.A. 


"Hine L had its seasonal shut dorn in the spring of 1941 and some- 
time that summer I learned that Elshoff had bought line A. I think I 
got a letter from iyan telling of this and I also think I saw it in the 
paper. 


T^ien I learned that Elchoff had bought line A I felt that I rould 
have to sign up with UeH,**, if X ranted to rork at Jine A, X felt this 
ray because I knew that Mine B ras United and felt that ELshoff rould 
not have P.M.A. in line A. 

"The only meeting I attended at that tine ras at the Elk’g Club, 

I r jienber that a notion canc up as to -whether re rould join U.i.W, 
and a standing vote ras taken . Every nan thore, as far as I knor, voted 
to join U,IU r . in charge of this meeting and lod the 

discussion, Aftc^^^v otec^o go U,J1, T .. some of tho non rent and got 
Edmunds on . He talked to us for a short time and ho had brought- UsMsTTs 
cards rith hin vhich v:c signed. He told us that tho nine rould open up. 


24B 


c 


i 


o 


/ 


ffcj JOHN I— JJJI9, ET AL. 


IJgETgTg^Em 

^(Cori^iuocrp 5 ^ 


at I Una A but I 


1 an still at liine A and I believe conditions are 
the sane nor as they vere voider P.H.A* I did hot 
hear anyone at tho meeting at the Elk's Club toll 
-us that we had to join if wo wantod to work 

guess that nost of the fcllore felt that that was so. 


"The above statement lias been read to ne ty 
and I declare it to be true and correct. 

/S/ 



.9. I . y 

U.S. Dept, of justice." 
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Re: JOiU L. LEWIS, ET AL. 



iIiTrJtVia» WITH 



inois on Septembe^xT^19457He ' 


rag interviewed cry 


lySpecial Agents 
H at Springfield, 
He was friendly and 


cooperative and could be used as a government witness to testify to those 
matters.set out in his statement which follows. 


while I was a member of P.1 !.a, and U.M.u. 

";»hen the miners joined P.M.A. in 1932 I was in Chicago 
and so, had no part in the formation of this union* When I came 
home I joined P.K. A. at that time I felt that Progressive was needed 
and that I was right in joining it. From 1932 intil 1941 P.M.A* was 
getting along well with both the men and the Mine A officials, and 
there was no trouble of any kind that I know of." 

"The mine shut down in the spring of 1941, a seasonal shut 
down and late that summer learned that Elshoff had bought Mine A. 

I believe that the first notice I h3d of this was what I saw in the 
papers telling of the sale. 

"As I recall, I attended a meeting at P.M.A. hall shortly 
after Elshoff had bought the mine. I guess the meeting was held 
to see how the men would reac t, to Elshoff owni ng line A, 'This 
Dieting was presided over by As I recall there 

was discussion as to what do with the mine> 

but X don't remember anything being said about switching unions. 

I knew, of course, that Mine B was U.M.", and I guess that that 
was in the minds of most of the men. 

"I did not attend any other meetings mtil after the men 
had voted to join U.K.". I went to the U.M.*. building and Joined 
U.U.W. on the last night that we could join. I know nothing as to 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 14, 1943, 


Spe 

or promises have been made to induce me to make a statement 


to 




c 


0 



Re; JOiH L. LL..IS, £T AL. 


what happened at the other meetings for I was 
in Chicago for a while, and it was at that time 
that the other nestings were held. 

"Although I had no desire to join I had to if I wanted 

to v.ork at Ihnc A, I don’t have any information that would indicate that 
the irinc was bought to get P,!'.*. out, but there was much discussion 
among the men that made me think this might be so. 

”1 have read the above statement and declare it to be true 
and correct, 

/S/ 




"Witnesses 


N 



) Special Agents, 
) U. S, I>ept. of 


FBI 

Justice" 
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RE i JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 



INTERVIEW ’WITH residing at 1 

Blnois, ~was interviews 

~1 and 

but not particularly weii lniormea and therefore is not 
as e witness. His statement is as follows^ 


»olal Agents 

fis friendly 

jeing reoosmended 


meat to 
Investigation, 
any statement. 



threats 


Sept. 16, 1945 
Springfield, 111, 

make the following voluntary state - 
peoial Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
promises have been made to induoe me to make 


citiren since 
at Mine A.^I 
Mine A in JH 
Progressive . 


was born and have been 

now and am employed 

ro 'boon a minor allm^Tir^mc^Rrs^started working at 
0[ I joined the P.M.A. in 1932 when the men signed up with 
I felt it was a good thing at first a6 it meant a oh&nge of 


hands and Z felt it was good for the men to have a change. 


n I was working at Mine A in the spring of 1941 when the 
mino shut down. I reoall getting a letter from RYAN saying he had sold 
Mine A to ELS HOFF. When I first heard the news about the mine being sold 
it made me feel sorry booause I was afraid we wouldn’t get our vacation 
money. I thought the mine would eithor shut down or open up under U.lf.W. 
I just heard a lot of tho men saying they thought It might bo & united 
mine. 


"I wont to a moetin; at the P.M.A. hall and the mon were 
saying that wo might not bo working at Mine A in the fall . They also talked 
about mining coal out of Mine A through a hole and pull it through Mino B* 

Wo were afraid the mon in Mino B would mine all tho ooal. 


"I also wont to a meeting at tho Elks Club at whioh time 
all tho mon joined united. I signed up with united at tho Elks Club, but 
do not know any of the details of the meeting. I joined U.M.W. booause I 
wanted to koep my job. Everybody wonts to eat and I would sign up with 
any union if it meant getting a job. 


"This statement has boen road to me byj 
is true to the best of ay memory. 

Witn 06 sedt / 6 /M 



Speoial Agents, FBI 
U. Dopt. of Justioe* 
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Ret JOHN L. LESTCS, ET A L 


Springfield, 

19 43 , bySnocial Agents 

|Mp| and flBHMBjMHBR H|HBP ealcs 

and understands h^aic^^ctake much 

of an interest in union activities, JUfnoted that he always has preferred 
the Unitod Mine TJorkers union to the Progressive Mine Workers of America* 

He said that he hag never been arrosted. 



The following signed statement was obtained from 



•Springfield, 111. 
September 10, 1943. 




make t he following voluntary statement to. 

and^HHH^BV ^om I know to bo Spocial Agents of the 

Federal bureau of Investigation, of ny own free will, with no threats or 
promises made to me. 


*1 live at, 

at Mine A. I was born] 

at Mine A in I've been there since 


field. 



and am employed 
i, and started work 


"In the summer of 1941, I don’t know just when, all the men at 
Mine A got a letter saying that Ryan no longer had any interest in Mine A, 

The mine hod been closed dewn since April, and, in September, their unemploy- 
ment compensation was runnirg out. The miners wero talking among themselvos 
of getting their jobs back. The consensus of opinion among the men, after 
they heard that Elshoff had bought Mine A. was that it v/as possible to 
work the Mine A through Mine B. No one over said anything about this to 
me. 


"I feel sure that a large percentage of the men at Mine A were 
anxious to get back into tho TJ.M.T*. 1 personally was never satisfied with 
the P.M.A. because I didn’t think the leaders of the union wero capable men. 


"I don’t remember bei np: present at the P^M^A^moctings on Septonfcer 
6 and 1 was told by ^ 

been appointed to a coramittoo. ^Hn^ur^^flidn ’ t g^T^thcwiiceting at 
which the committee was selected, because I would have disputed ny appoint- 
ment. An appointment was mado for tho committee to moot with Falcotti at 
Mine B. As I remember, tho other members on the coggaitteo,_and__tho8e^ 
saw 

To asked Falcotti for 

men could expect. Falcotti saw thoy had bought the loaso from Ryan, and 
wore figuring on starting the nine about October first. I don’t romember 
any talk on the part of Fnlcetti pertaining to tho tJ.M.W, The repo rt of 
the committee’s conference with Falcetti was given to tho F.M.A., b; 

I bolievo. 



a 



f * 



i 

Ro; JOEJ L, LEHIS, ST AL 


"I don’t remember any conversation at any F.UJU meeting, 
or anyv.hero else, to the effect that it "was necessary to 
join the U.M/7* before wc could go back to work at Mine A, 
It was sort of taken for grnntod. Ho know that Faloetti 
v?as dealing v.'ith tho U*H.V;, at Vine B, and know he didn’t want to have to 
deal with another union in Mine A* I don’t know whero 1 got this idea* 

"One afternoon, at either the Elks Club, or the K* C* Hall, we 
signed up with the U.L\77. I think a vote was taken, and the majority agreed 
to join the U.M/K, 1 don’t know of any force or coercion used. After wo 
had decided to join, Ednundson cane into the Hall, and said he was glad to 
tee the men back in the U.K.T7* I left right after joining, and don f t 
know if Edmundson took the new officers to meet Elshoff or not, 

*1 have read the foregoing, consisting of approximately two and 
one half pages, and state that it is true to the best of iny knowledge. 



"Special Agents, FBI 
Springfield, 111." 



t 
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Rei JOHN L. LE^IS, ET AL. 


imtehvie;; 'JiiTH 


ment executed bv 



advised Special Agent c 
hat he had no information of value to 
instant case* There is set forth belcw the signed states 



Springfield, Illinois 
September 15 , 1943 . 

make the following voluntary statement to 

knowing then to be Special Agents in the 
federal Bureau of Investigation* No threats or promises have been made to 
me to induce me to make & statement. 

was born on ^ wo rk— 

ing at Mine A 11^936^ ^1 quit w orking at Iliac A in February, 1940 to take 

^ knew nothing concerning the switch from 

..j** xc at Line A in 1941* I am now employed at Peabody #59. 


n I have read the above statement and declare it to be true and 


ccrre ct* 


witnessed: 



Special Agents, F.B.I, 
U.S. Dept, cf Justice, 




o 


/ VT 


'y 


if 


B?: JOHN L. LS:iS, ET AL 


xirrmiE. v ith 



jras interviewed by Special Agents]^ 

At the outset of this interview 
iad a good job now and wasn't going to 
anyt hing that night’ get hin involved in any trouble with any union* 
also expressed the opinion that the govemnent should have taken 
:ion against John L. Levis years ago when the U.JI.Y. was more active. 

fas quite reluctant to discuss instant case although he stated he 
.at testify if called upon to do so. 

He speaks good English and seens to be of average intelligence. It 
is believed lie Tould be only a fair witness to testify for the Government, 

There is set forth below the signed statement executed by 



"Springfield, HI. 

Sept. 15, 1943 

make the following voluntary statement to 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
or promises have been made to get me to make 


any statement. 



in and presently reside at 

I an presently employed at Peabody mine #59. I 
lave osen a miner aii'ry life and I joined the TJ15" at that time. I was 
president of the U!i, local at Peabody when they turned over to Progressive 
and at that tine I was in favor of the change. Ihe men were dissatisfied 
because of a cut in wages and I think they wanted to break away from the 
US. when they did in 1932. I joined the PT!A in 1932 and worked at the 
Peanut Lline in about 1933 and 1934. I started at nine A in 1936. 


"As far as cy opinion goes I think the RIA had a bunch of men as 
officers who were nothing but office holders & I don't think they could 
represent the men as they should. The officers didn't seem to/Hggressive 
enough to represent the men & never seemed to be able to get any place. 

'^.hen Mine A shut down in the spring of 1941 I got a job at the 
Peanut nine and was there when Kine A was sold to ELshoff by lyan. T.'hen 
I heard that ELshoff bought the nine I formed the opinion that in il 
probability Slshoff vould operate the nine with U.Ii. 1 ". men. In ny opinion 
it was only logical to assume that a man like ELshoff would operate Mine A 
ifith U7 men since Mine B was already a U? mine. I thought that Slshoff 
in all probability would immediately decide to put both nines under one 
union so he wouldn't have two unions in his mines. 
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Be: JOHN L. LB. IS, ET AL 




TTTH 



I learned some tine during this period that the PMA 
held several neetings to discuss their future policy, but 
I never attended any of those neetings as 1 was working 


at the peanut nine* 


X nt; At- ueux’u thtit till Of t-hu ui6u SX 


Kine A had joined U.H.' . so I found out that the balance of the men were 
going up to the U!.te hall to sign up. I decided I wanted to go back to Mine 
A so I rent up to the hall and signed up. Nobody threatened me or forced 
no to sign up. 


"I quit working at line A in Ilarch of 1943 because I found a job 
paying more money. Conditions at nine A were better after the fall of 
1941 because the U.li.T . raised our basic rate scale from ,$6.^5 a day to 
$7,00 a day. The leaders in tile uTI'i local at iline A seemed to be about the 
sane as the PT1A wen. 


"I have read over this statement of 3 pages & wish to state it 
is true to the best of ny memory. I wish to clarify the above by 
stating that the basic scale as stated above was in connection with idle 
days at the nine. 


t 


v itnGsssus 


(Signed) 




Special Agents, F.B.I. 
U.S. Dept, of Justice" 
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Us* JOHN L. LETTS, ET AL. 



i 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 13, 1943 



to be Special ^igents in the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Ho 


"Workers and I have never held an office in any union. In 1932 I 
joined P.Ll.A. I joined vhen the rest of the minors did but it made 
no difference to no "nhat union I belonged to. I trorked under P.JLA. 
until I quit ironing in the spring of 1940. Whan I left t!ine A I vras 
satisfied vith P.lbA^^^^nf^tg^/^ecai^^^cou^ii^^Bake .enough 
nov' 

knar nothing conco^n^ui^sr^cI^baci^touTHJ^D^th^nSors at 
Mine A- I have read the above statement and declare it to be true 
and correct. 


/S/ 



"Witnesses 


/S/ 



Special Agents, FBI 
U.S. Dept of Justice" 
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R;j JOHN L. LF. TR. 


INTEF57'IB’ : X:iTH 



ras interv l erred by Special Agents 

Septcnbor 13, 1943 at 

■ — liliiSSisT 

and is not sure of any of the detail: 

Club. It is believed he 


He is rather advanced in yoars 
surrounding the meeting at tho ELks 
would only make a fair witness to testify as to the 
information set forth in the follcndng signed statement. 


"Springfield, Illinois 
Septcnbor 13, 1943 


r esiding nt nako tho follow- 
ing voluntary* statenent to both of 

rhon I knor to be Special /UjuJ^^^^xnCT^eacral Burcni^^lnvcstigation, 
No threats or promises have .been made to uc to induce no to nako a state- 
ment, I au nor: a shot fircr at Mane A. 


"I vrs bom in 


the nines in i 

started working at Kinc A in 



roricinE in 

land at inai tine bcTongea^lAI*!l<. 

In 1932 I joined P.I'.A. because I always rent rith the majority, Ttine A 
usually shut dovn every summer end it ras during the shut dom, as I 
recall, that ve joined P.M.A. 


’*1 t as rorking at ’.ine A in the spring of 1941 rhon the nine shut 
darn, ' c had alt ays got along all right rith Ity-nn, and tho non rere 
satisfied rith P.1I.A* 


"Sometime the early part of September, 1941 I learned that a neeting 
of P.M.A. ras to be held, either at the K.C. 's hall or the Elks Club. 

I think a foliar that 'orked at Jlino 1. told nc about the neeting. He 
didn’t knew the purpose of tho neeting, I rent to it an d at that ti na 
lerrnodthnt ELshoff had bought Iline A. I remember that 
HHHftmd if I rocall correctly he said that the ncetin^^l^co dc- 
c^^^fSncr \ e rould join U.I%V. or stay rith P,I!.A. I do not ronenber 
any discussion about this, but a standing vote ras taken and every one 
voted to join U.Jt.l.. 

Then I first learned that El3hoff had bought tho nine I felt that 
r.o rould have to join U.TI.T ., to keep qy job, I knew that lone B was 
U.*\V. and felt that Elshoff rould not operate liinc A under p.!!,A, I 
think that most non felt as I did, that ELshoff vould not open liLne A 
unless it ras United. I never hoard anything about operating Tine A 
through Nine B. 

"After the non voted to join U.II.' « soneono sent after Ednundson 
and he cane over, bring sons membership cards rith him. Tie ranted to 
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xk>< jcooj i.. us 10, ar At,. 


HfTEPVIE t.TTH 



ask bin That rould happen to the exonerated umbers 
of P.JI.A. and he said they could cone in that 

is, those «ho had vorked at Jine A, 


"I T.’as not threatened or intinidated in any vay to influence ry vot- 
ing for U.:MV. I Tas old, and had a Job at ItLne A and I felt that if vro 
didn't join U.l'.b. t:e rouldn’t go back to vork, I knar vhat had happened 
at “ine B end felt that EL3hoff Tould not open the Jiino 1. under P.M.A. 

I signed a U.’V.» card at the above meeting and don't recall attending any 
other noctings. Conditijns arc about tho sane at Ifine A now as they Tore 
under P.K-A. 


"I have read the 
correct. 


above stntencnt and declare it 



to be true and 


Witnessed; 
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RSJ JOHN L. LSAIS, 72T At. 


INTEMj 








h*as intervlOTe^by Special 

Agents on 

3epterabe^l3^i94^a^Springfien^nEnoi8. 

|is not mentally alert and appeared to be unable to follow a logical 

Line of questioning. It is not felt that he >ould make a desirable 
witness. He furnished the following statement, 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 13* 1943. 

_ "I, make the fo llowing voluntary statement 

to ^oth 0 f i know to 

SpecHnCgont^^^nc Fodcra^Burca^^of Investigation. No threats 
or promises have been made to mo to induce me to make a statement. 


"I was b om 
at Ijinc A in 


__ and started working 

T~a n still employed there and nor roside at 

I joined U.M.l. , rhen I started at Mine. A and 
in ivjd I joined k.U. a, when the rest of the non did, I joined P.lf.A. 
because the majority did. and I had no particular fooling for one union 
over the other. P.M.A. got along all right with the men and the com- 
pany. 

"In the spring of 1941 the mine shut down and that summor I learned 
that Slshoff had bought iiinc A. I got a letter from Ifcran telling of 
this, and it was also in the paper. Ho ono approachod me to join 
U.U.* . and I didn't give it much thought, 

"Sometime in September I saw a notice in the paper telling of a 
mooting of the men at iiinc A to be held at the **lk's Club. I attended 
this meeting which I felt vas to be hold to see what would bo done 
about opening ilino A. Nearly all of tho men from Iiinc A vcrc at 
this meeting. Tho non wore talking among themselves for a while 
and finally someone, I don't remember who, got up and said we should 
vote and seo if tho fellows ranted to go back to U.li.TT. A standing 
vote was taken and the non voted to join U.M.TT. Tho men elcctod 
officers then, and Ednundson came over and talked for a while. Tie 
all signed up for U.K.1. then. 

"I joined U.li.* . because the rest of the fellows did, and also, 

I had belonged before and never had any trouble with them. 

"I have read the above statement and declare it to bo true and 
correct. 

/s/ 

"VI itn esses 

/S/ Special Agents, FBI 

U. S f Dept, of Justice" 
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ft>, JOHN u 13*13, SIT AL. 


INTEWTETi PITH 


was int erviewed by Sp ecial 

and^H^HHHH ®t 

s on • He 

years of age, has a poor memory and under no circumstances 
e naKe a good witness . He furnished the following signed statement* 




"Springfield, Illinois 
Soptenber 13 , 1943 . 



"I, residini 

^ollorun^voR^ra^^^tenent to . 

both of who have identified thenseives as special Agents in 
TH^Todoral Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises have 
been made to me to induce nc to make a statement. At the present 
time I an unemployed. 


was born 
been a miner fo r 

liino Workers infllft and ^started to work at Hinu A in about ^M| 
At that time I : lcmbor of U.U.T7. In 1932 I joined p«lJ.A/^Sa 

continued working at j;Lm? A. Conditions rare good under P.1I.A.* tho 
officers were well likod end the union got along fino with tfino A 
officials. 


'•In tho spring of 1941 I line A shut dawn for the summer, as it had 
in the past. Sometime that simmer Elshoff bought Mine A. I first 
learned of it through some friends, I don't rocall exactly vho told 
me. I remember going to a meeting at tho hall and signing up 

for I had boon told that if wo didn't join tl.ILT, . the mine 

would not open up. I didn't want to join U.H.T-* hut I felt that I had 
to if I ranted to work. I don't remember hearing anything about working 
Kino A through nine B. I do not remember going to any other mootings 
other than the one I mentioned before. 



and it is true and correct. 


has road the above statement to me, 

/s/ 


"IJitncssoB 



Special Agents, FBI 
U.S. Dept of Justic'" 
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Re: JOH* L. LESTLS, ET AL. 



He is years of age and unable to read. He appears mentally 

sluggis^affiP does not understand questions put to him. He furnished 
the following signed statement: 


been made to me to induce me to make a statement. 

n I was bom and 1 was 

years old 1 star^S^^^^n^a^THn^^^^^^thau time I joined 
UTM.w. and I am still employed at Mine A. 

"I joined P.U.A. in 1932 but inasmuch as I was only^Bf 
yrs. old then, I didn't know much about unions and one was a^good 
as another. The mine shutdown in the spring of 1941 and that summer 
I got a letter from Ryan telling that he had sold Mine A to Elshoff. 

I also saw this in the paper. At that time I didn’t know what Elshoff 
would do, whether he would open under P.M.A. or United. He had been 
satisfied with P.M.*. and had bean getting along well with Ryan. 

"The only meeting I attended during this time was held at the 
Elk’s Uiub. Nearly all of the men from Mine » were present at this 

meeting. As 1 recall, BIIHHB lSked if the 10611 wanted to '* oijl 
U.M.ff. , a standing vot^wa^take^and the men voted to join U, h. 
After the vote was taken the men sent for Mmundson who came over 
and talked to us. I don't remember what he talked about. No threats 
were made to me to make me join U.M.*. I Joined because th© 

rest of the men did, they all stood up and I did too. As far as I am 
concerned, one union is the sane as another. 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 13, 1943 




"The above statement has been read to me by 


and 1 declare it to be true and correct 



".(T'nffSSES 


N 




) Special Agents, FBI 
) U.S. Etept_ of Justice" 
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EEt JOTH L. IJS'.Tfl, ET AL, 


* After the man leading the meeting told us that we could 
not go back to work at Mine A unless we joined 
the men by a majority vote decided to join the U.H.TJ* 

mi x U-x- in +Vir» TT V ^ tMnfl A hA> 

UX W1CTK W-kXi. U U^OiiL A J. HUUWWV* Vitw *** •*+“'' ■*» *' — 

cr.uso of the trouble thr.t had happened in Mine B, and -we knew that wo could 
net work in Hine a unless we signed up with U.M.T.. 



"I don't know if any TJ.il.H. organisers were at this meeting, but 
they could hr.ve been there. After the vote by the men, Ray Ednundsen came 
into the meeting, nade a little talk, and left the meeting. I don't recall 
■what he said. 


/ . m 4- l»i r"S W-, *S #• “l /•« rt 

Wil'w. Eidi Dl^UUU 


» > ^ «t n 4 - Vi TT 1 

Up *’ 1 Wii W*^.* 


they felt 


did* X needed a job, and if I did not join the U#ll*w#* I felt that I would 
not be able to v?crk in Hine k. I felt the intention of the nine company was 
to get into the mino, tut was not sure that they would not work in the 

P.il.k, 1 figured that the only thing that I could do was to join the U.ll.w.* 
sc I joined of my oyto free will. No force was used on me to make me join 
the U.M.T.. I went heme right after the meeting. 


M Under the U.M.A. conditions wore just the some and as good as 


they were under F*M*a* 


. e -v ^ T 

X tXI UO X 


4l 1 <5 + 
J**“ V 


GLUL Wi JXJ VwX.ft* «• 

satisfactory as the P.H.A. I was just as satisfied with tho P.M.A. as I am 
with U .11. H. Either union was O.K. for mo as long as the leaders were honest. 


"lAen I first heard that Elshoff had bcught Hine A, 1 did not think 
that the union would havo to change. i.hon I heard that Elshoff wanted toarun 
both mines under the same union, I knew that I would have to join the U.M.^. 
if I wanted to work in Mine A, I knew this from the talk that I heard from 
the men who work in the mines. I don't know any particular person who told 


me tnis. 


T _ 1 I J X l_ „ X TTl urv, M *.1 i VII* 4 - J-I tvi iv. Tf-Swsrt L. X Vi T»-l l ftVi 4*Vkn 

X r,XBC ntv'Birx wiuw ^lOUCIl r<U.O £/XCXf,UiA,U£ X UXl X.XX1W « WU* 44 


liino B shaft if the miner s did net join No one talked tc no about 

joining U.M.t;. 


*1 had been perfectly satisfied with F*M»A*» but all of tho circum- 
stances which I have told about above nade me think that it was necessary 
for me to join the U.il.u* if I wanted to work in Mine A* 


”11118 etatement consisting 
has been read to no, and I statu that 
and recollection* 


of this and two ether typewritten page* 


2 X 1 _ X 

xv x o vruv vv uiiv uudu w x 


_..,V 

HJJf (UiUniVU^O 


witnesses i 




Agents, 


FBI, Springfield, 111. 
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REt JOHN L, LEWIS, ETAL 


INTERVIEW WITH 



_ » Spring- 

field, 111., was interviewed* at his r esidence on 
September 16, 1945, by Speoial and 

This man Understands English very Wen, ana oau speak 
yr He said he is willing to testify if necessary. He 


ingiisn conoren 

stated that h6 has no criminal rooord. 


Spri ngf i el d , 111 • 

September 16, 1945 

mak e the following voluntary state- 
ment to whom I know to be Special jig ants 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, of my own free will, ’.nth no threat, 
or promises made mo. 


”1 am living at 

and am working at Mine A. I was 
to the United States in JjjHft I booome 

tn^Ur 


Spr^jefield, 111** 

j orn came 

a oitirer^^^^^^^^t^Jidiana, in 
I joined the United Mine Uorkors 
ffne a memoor of that union until) 1934, when I bo ganworking 
and joined the Progressive Mine ’Yorkers of Amorioa. I ro joined the T7.1I.W. 
when all tho men at Mine A did in 1941, I nevor held an offioe in any 
union* Of the two unions, I preferred the P.M.A. a little, although there 
isn’t a lot of difference between it and tho U.M.Y., In P «M *A* meetings, 
men were allowed to spook up, whilo you oan’t do it in U.M.Yf. meetings* 

"I hoard from some men that ELSHQFF had bought Mine A from 
rYLN. We wondered about it, because I had hoard that ELSHOFF was supposed 
to be broke, and wondered how ho got tho money to buy it. As soon as I 
hoard that ELSHOFF had bought tho mino, I felt that I would have to join 
U.M.’ff. to keep my job, because ©f what had happened at Mine B. I was not 
contacted by anyone about joining tho U.M.Yf., and I don’t rem em ber muoh 
conversation about going U.M.YJ. to avoid trouble at Mine A. 

n I heard at a P.M.A. mooting that Blshoff was going to work 
Mine A through Mine B, and had sont an entry toward Mine A from Mine B. 

At this mooting I heard a report that ELSHOFF would put ono hundred men 
in Mine A and pull coal out through Mino B. Thero had been a committee 
j-t.* *_ _«4- w44-v. PiTfi^TT nn/1 P.irPTTT Binv have told the oommittoo this* 

UUCi ^ uuu jug v n a v** Jt 4»wvwi * * j —*•*'* * — — - #r - 

I don’t know where tho report started. I think that this report was a 
bluff on tho part of ELSHOFF, and that it oouldn’t be done. I heard other 
stories about what ELSHOFF was going to doj I can’t remember them now, but 
I think they were all a bluff to got tho man to join tho U.M.W. I don’t 
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RE i JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 



yjn urn 


fft flta wVigi* Kaftr j^w g f^n y4-V j ^ wg gVjAftf EI^HQFP |AV^g 

that he planned to operate Mine k with the U.M.W. 
men. There was a lot of talk in this meeting, 

~~~~ ~~ wondering what ELSHO FF g oing to do, but I don*t 

know of any co mmi ttee being appointed. 

"I went to a P.MJU meeting at K. C« Hall on a Sunday after- 
noon. A big man, whose name I don’t know, oonduoted the meeting, and said 
it was best for the men to stick together and join the U.M.W. if we wanted 

A - X r> J X A jl -..VI « Kirn U4 HA V Un A /. ^Vsa 

UU VVUlILf auu li ITQ WUUVOU UU awvjtu W VWWXP JAAD JSH- ao W 11HU« AiWVi W4*w WWW 

to gc U.M.V;., EDMDNDSGN spoke to the men, and said ho would weloome us baok. 
He s&id the mine would open as soon as possible, and that we wouldn’t have 
to pay an initiation fee. There had been several meetings just before thi > 
at Progressive Ball, but I don’t remember any oommitt'jui* being appointed, 
or anything special going on. 

w Sinoe the U.M.W* has been baok at the mine, things are 
about as they were under P.M.A., although they might have been a little 

i ..... v i.j J n lr w 4. Va.rs m» 4 


better undor i-.m.A, 
at Mine A. 


xno oniy reason i reju-uieu, u.«.> 


fT«4ff VW 




il WBr 


"The foregoing, consisting of two pages, has been read to 
me and I state it is true to the best of my knowledge. 



V 
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JOHW u I ST* 15, ET A L 


SpringfTe^l^I^nnMs^wa^intervTewe^av his 
re^^anc^o^Soptember 1^^^^4^^by Special 

Agents jm^ummiiniv ^miinii^pm^mup ^ 

under steSd^Eng^^n verywelTr^feBai^wa ever^nin^oont&ined in 
the statement set forth below is true and oorreot, but .he doolinod 
to sign the statomont claiming that it would bo embarrassing for him 
if ho did. He would not olaborato upon this statement. It is believed 
that his fathor 


identified t „ „ ioral Buraau of 

Investigation. No threats or provisos havo boon mado to mo to 
obtain this statement. 


yod at Hinc A. I vr 
I started to work 

joined the Unitod Jiinc Forkcre. In 1932 I joined tho Progressive kino 
\ "orkors of Ancrioa when all the rest of tho miners did. The ohango 
to A. made no differenoe to. Horovor, it seemed to me that tho 
duos in F.F.A. voro a little higher than they were in U.M.T7. 

"I read in tho newspapore that Elehoff had purohasod Kino A 
i. At that time I was doing some oorpentor work. I mot 
up term ono day, and ho asked me if I wanted to work at 
said that the mine was going to opoc with a U.U. 1 #. oontrao 
and that if I wanted to work in Mine A I would have to join tho 


meetings. I joinod the U.r.Vi. at tho U.L'.T.'. headquarters on tho day 
bof ore I went back to work at Kino A. I had to work to support ray 
family, one if I wanted to work in llino A I had to join U.i'. 1T . It 
really mado no differenoe to me to which union I belonged, oithcr tho 
F.iAA* or tho U.K.F. would havo boon O.K. 



statomont withe 
to sign any sta 
strong character. 



The following statomont was executed by 



"Springfield, 111. 
September 16, 1943. 


% 

e.nd voluntar 



make the following statement frooly 


who havo 



"I presently rosidc at 




"In the early fall of 1941 I did not go to ary of the union 


"The only person who over talked to mo about this mnttor was 
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Rat JOHN L. L0VIS, ET A l 



true to the best of 



I never 'heard any other dieous alone 


on the matter. 

*1 have read this statement and state that it is 
ry knowledge and reoolleotion. 


do c lincotoTigir 
ho did. 


said everything in this statement is true, but 
"saying that it would be embarrassing for him if 



9-16-43 


Spocial Agont, F.B.I. , Springfield, 111* 
Special Agent, F.B.I. , Springfield, 111. 
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RE: JOHN L. LE7TIS, ET AL 


0 



vs? as present* 
friendly, tut was r 
TMV to -he PM A, 




IF7FP.VIE7J WITH Springfield, 

Il^^io^^^Ias interviewed at his residence on 
Septemb er 15, 1543, by Special Agentg 
During the interview j 
nd understands English well. He was 
He said that he has always preferred the 
refused to sign the statement set out below 
without the consent and approval of his attorney. He said he did not 
know the nameof his attorney, but admitted that it was the attorney for 
the UJ,!S7. HMflkaid that no one had told him not to cooperate with 
Federal Agent^and to refuse to sign any statemen ts. He said that he has 
always declined to sign any statements. ^Hphowevef, said all the 
facts set forth in the statement are true sS^Tnat he will stick to the 
truth. 


"Springfield, 111, 
September 15, 1943 



make the following st atement freely and volun- 
ana who have identified them* 


tarily to 

selves to m^asopecTal Agenu^u^un^^^ueraToureau of Investigation. 
No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement, 

"I presently reside o; _ 

Springfield , 111., and am employe 

In 

States 




Sine A. 1 was 

fcl came to the United States and 
in Springfield, 111., in^ 


started to work in Mine A. At that time. 


I was in the United Kins Ti urk^i s Hulun, 


T** 107 0 T 

± M- AJUL 4 . 


A « A <**.*?> A 4-Vh 4*> T^wnifWo ca ^ vc 

Ju J.UWU HiV J * * WUWADt. 


Mine Workers of America with the rest of the miners. I went along with 
the majority of the miners. Personally I would have preferred to have 
UUW at Mine A because I had always liked TR5T, 

I would have preferred to be in OMff, 


All the time I was in P1IA 


"I read in the newspapers that Mr. Ryan had sold or transferred 
his interest in Mine A to Mr, Elshoff, I did not have any ideas a6 to how 
this change would affect me. I remember that I heard some of the miners 
talking in town and saying that the mine was going to sign a contract with 
UMS7, but I did not hear anything about the miners having to join TTMff to 
save their jobs at Mine A. 


"I did not go to any PMA meetings in the summer or fall of 1941. 
I don't recall signing up with UUV. It seems to me that I merely started 
to pay dues to UlffiT. TThon I went back to work at Mine A, it felt good to 
be back in UL5T. I don't know anything about any discussions or talks in 
meetings of the unions in the summer of 1941. 
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HE: JOHN L. LMIS. ET AL 


INTERVIEW W ITH 


"Conditions at Mine A now ore Just as good under 
DIAf as they wore under PMA, 


"I have had this statement consisting of this 
and ono other handwritten page road to me, and I state that it is true 
to the best of my knowledge and recollection* 

declined to sign 
T^^^tc^jmont without the con* 
sont and approval of his attor- 
ney, but admitted the truth of 
the facts contained heroin* 


"’Witnesses t 

/ B / 

/■/ ... __ 

Special Agents, 

Springfield, 111 * B 
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REt JOHN L. IZTk'IS, ETAL 



clinod to si J ‘ aying that it was against his policy to sign any kind 


takon by Fod _ nts and also addod that ho has not boon in any kind 

of trouble - 


of my own froo will, with no throats or 

promisos made to mo. 


_ _ 8 

of Amorioa in 1932, and rojoinod tho U.M.W. in 1941. Tho fcwitph to PMA in 

1932 mado no difforonoo to mo . I noithor favorod or opposod it. I am 

only interostod in making a living, and stiok with tho majority of tho mon 
in anything thoy want to do. 

"I saw in tho nowspapor that RYAN had sold Mino A to 
ELSHOFF. I had mado up my mind that I wantod to koop on working at Mino A, 

and if all tho mon wont U.M.W., it was all right with mo, just so I oould 

koop my job, Booauso of all I had hoard of tho trouble at Mino B, undor 
ELSHOFF, I folt that I probably wouldn't havo a job if, for any roason, I 
didn't want to join U.M.W. I didn't hoar any rumors about ELSHOFF pulling 
ooal from lfi.no A through Mino B, or that ELSHOFF was going to work Mino A 
only with U.M.W. mon. 


Boptombor of 1941, and don’t knew anything that wont on. No ono approaahod 
mo boforo tho purchaso to join the U.M.W. I signed up with tho U.M.W. at 
U.M.W. Hall. I was told to go to thoir hondquortors to sign up with thorn, 
just boforo tho mino oponod. I don't romombor who told mo about It. X bow 
a lot of mon signing up thoro, and I folt that I had to sign too, if I 
wantod to koop my job. 


of a paper 



aid that no ono had told him not to sign a statomont 


» 


Springfield, Illinois 
Soptombor 18, 1943 



mako tho following voluntary statomont to 
whom I know to bo Spooial Agonts of tho 



n 


I didn't go to any mootings hold by tho P.M.A. union in 
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RE» JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


INTERVIEW ^ TH "Sinoo I’ vo boon working undor U.M.W. again at MLno A| I 

haven't notiood any groat difforonoo in conditions at the 
CONTINUED) mino. As I said boforo, tho union in oontrol doosn't 


my jcb. 


au&u uiuuj uiiuy vu iuvj # jua v eu jl vuu i*uil uuu a.qu^ 


"I hnvo road tho forogoing, consisting of a littlo moro 
than onu page, and stato it is truo tc tho bost of my knowlodgo." 

stc. tod that ovorything ho said in this s ta to- 
man t is truo, but doclinod to sign. 



Spooial Agonts, FBI 
Springfiold, 111," 
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HE* JOHN L* LEWIS, ETAL 




enough to 

record# 


res idence 

cn September 16, 1943, by 8peoial Agents 

This inan understands and speaks Sngl 

is willing to do. Ha said he has no criminal 


Springfield, 111. 
September 16, 1945 

make the following voluntary 
whom I know to be Special 
of the Feders 1 Bureau of Investigation, of my ov^n free will , with 
no force used, and no threats or promises made to me# 


statement to 


£ & nrvf c 

*e» 



n I am living at . S pringfie ld, 

111., and am working at Mine A. I 

■BH I began working at Mine A is^^^^Hand joined the United Mine 
workers in that year. I joined the Progressive Mine Workers of Amerioa in 
1932, and rejoined the U. V. W, in 1941. In 1932, when we switched from 
U. M. Yt. to P. M. A. I was in favor of the switch beoause I was not satis- 
fied with the way LEWIS was running the union- In all the t im# I was a 
member of the P.M.A. 1 was satisfied until toward the last, just before I 
joined U.M.W., when I grew dissatisfied beoause the dues were too heavy. 

The P.M.A. needed the same upkeep as the U.M.W., and didn't have the 
membership to take care of the expense as well as U.M.W, Then, too, the 
P.M.A. didn't have the power the U.M.W. did. 


"I saw in the newspaper that ELSHOFF had bought Mine 
A from RICAN. It was a surprise to me, and I didn't think it would affect 

a 4ka wii Vio x^rr\t i T A V>« wo f n Ko wn^lfai^ . f*T> H A f* VA flAVAl* H+3*llAlf 

tnjf JUU| uqu^uou Vtto HM44 U »1 WV(«.W *•— » w wv W V ■ ■ » -» -- T — 

together, we’d be the ones to work the mine. No one talked to me about 
joining the U.M.W. previous to that time. I heard, from some of the 
other men, that ELSHOFF might operate lfi.ne A through Mine B. I heard 
that he might be doing this to save the overhead of two shafts, and I 
Ira pm that both mines could be operated out of the came shaft % I don’t 
know if this rumor was spread for a bluff, to get men to join the U.M.V., 
or not. I also heard about this time, that ELSHOFF would operate Mine A 
under a U.M.W. oontraot, whioh he had already signed. I thought this might 

1 t » T all V.T sa fV^nv fend hart Ui nft B_ and thftt 

UP OVf a aii^n ui. *»aa w**u v* vww^w j *•— » - — — 1 ■ - -f — — — 

ELSHOFF had U.M.W. at Mine fi. 


**Shortly after I heard these stories, beoause I needed 
a job, I went to Mine B for a job. The bosses there told me to hang 
on for a wh ile, that Mine A would open up in ten days or eo. I knew 
BHHIHB one of the bosses at Mine B, but I don't remember if he was 
the one that told me this or not* 
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XEs JOHN I** LEVTIS, BTAL 



"I went to only one F.M*A. meeting during this time, 
and that was held at the Elks Club, Km a Sunday* 
The meeting was for the purpose of trying to 


1 



what the men would do* There were some p.k.A* officials there 

nd some other men did most of the talking * A chai rman was elected 
meeting, and tellers were also elected* ^H^^^put the question* 
to the men, whether they wanted to go U*H*W*, or He said that 

all the men would go the way the majority went* Ballots were prepared, 
there was a seoret vote, each man putting his choice on a pieoe of paper, 
and when the votes were counted, we were told that the U.H.W* had a 
majority* After the vote was announced, someone suggested that EDHUNDSON 
be invited to oon» over* He oame over and said that he was glad all the 
men were back together again, that there had been a lot of trouble, but 
that v/as all ended new* Before the vote, in talking to the men around 
there, it Boomed to me that most of the men seemed to favor the U*U«W*, 
and to got it over with* 


under the U.M.W* from what it was under the P.M*A., except that there 1 * 
possibly loss wrangling. 



"Since that time, there hasn f t been uruoh difference 


"I have road the foregoing, consisting of about three 
pages, and stated that it is true as well as I can remember# 



/«/ 



Special agents, FBI 
Springfield, 111," 


276 




f 


Vt 




o 


REt JOHN L. LF.ilS, ET AL 


iuterviei; with IHmi Springfield, 

Linois, was interviewed At 

September 17 , 1943 , by Special Agents and 

speaks , reads, and under sano^Engllfc 

suiricient-Ly veil to~tcstifyi He said he is willing to testify. He claimed 
to have no criminal record. 



The following signed statement was obtained from! 

"Springfield, HI. 

September 17, 1943 

make the following voluntary statement to 
ind whom 1 know to be Special Agents of the 

! ederal Bureau oflnvest^atTonTof cy own free will, with no threats or 
promises made to me. 


"I an living a] 
at Panther Creek Mine 
came to the United States 
I was a member of a union 
was switched to the United 
"workers of *>meri 
or 

the TJ.U.W. In rtugusfd 





and am w orking 

and 

I wa^^Turalizec^r^^^Ma^^pring field.. 
and when I came to this country in^^K 1 
ers. I joined the Progressive Mine 
I^was working at Peabody Mine No. 57. In, 

of the Peabody Local. I . ave never re joiner - 
egan working at Mine A, and worked there until 



_ O ^ ^ , .4 T Vv^«lr «k/sn d 4 H1K 

ui i ytj i j wiicii bUV iiiiK- vadocu uunu* j. u.xvjj. 1 i* £,u L*p.urv nagu 4. u U.p 

that fall, because I didn't want to change from P.K.A. to U.M.W. In all the 
tine I was in the P.H.*,., I was entirely satisfied with the union, and was in 
favor of the original switch from U.H.W. to P.H.A. in 1932. 

tt I read in the paper that Elshoff had bought Mine A from Ryan. After 
hearing what had gone on at Mine a in the switch from P.U.A. to U.K.W. , I ' 
felt that the same thing night happen at Mine A. I felt, when I saw the notice 
of the sale, that I wouldn't have a job unless I joined the U.K.ff. Afte ? J 

e "ifi 4-Vi^ e /-» 6 ^ n + ho nnnoi* hi +VirtiicrVi T «ria nntrri* annt*AhnVirtr1 n mrnno 

OUif Ui MM L7 | UlA Wiik/U {jf* + ^ nUkJ AJW VM VUWA4WVA vj UAy V* ftW £4 w 

join the U.M.TtT. , I heard that the U.H.17. was circulating a petition to get a 
rmjority at the mine. I don't know how I heard this, for no one carac to me *ith 
any such petition. There were several rumors circulating about this tine, one 
to the effect that Elshoff would work Mine M through Mine B, another that be 
would operate the nine only with U.K.*/. men. These rumors just added to the 1 , 
feeling I had that I no longer had a job, because I would never join the U.M.I7, 

"After Elshoff bought the mine, I went to a regular P.H.A,' meeting, held 
at Progressive H ull, at whi ch meeting there was a discussion about j oining the 
P.K .Vf, I think flH[HHHwas chairman of this meeting. old 

hac^^Lo^to say in the discussion, and favore^^w^cn to the 


U.M.o. 


Some men, whose names I can't remember, spoke in favor of the P.M.A. , 

- 276 - 






0 


o 




H£; JOHN I^iiTSy ET AL 


but nothing was decided at this neoting, as to what 
the future action of the nen would be. I don't re- 
member anything being said or done about a cocsaittee 
being appointed to see Elshoff 'at this Ejecting. 
Another meeting was scheduled for the following Sunday, at a neutral place. 

I didn't go to this planned meeting, or any others at all. 

iit fiovGi* ^ 3 ck to Mine — f tmt I hostrd thst s one of ths S 0 n itsr6 

beat up there. I don't knew who told me, or who the nen were. I also heard 
thatf^|||||^^HH anc * ©one of the others from Mine u were doing the beating. 

I don’t know anything more about this. Cn a Tuesday after the Sunday meeting 
mentioned above, which I did not attend, at which all the men switched to U. 

who had been on the P.U.A. Pit Connittee, net ne on the 
streetar^to^^ue that the next day was the last day nen could Join 
an 1 __,o back to work, and thot I'd better Join up U.M.T.’. with the rest of the 
nen. He di In't threaten ne in any way. 


INTERVIE ; TOT H 
(continued] 



"I have real the foregoing, consisting of two pages, and state that it 
is true to the best 'of knowledge." 


M 




Special 


Special a. ent, F.B.I., Sprin./ield, 
agent, FBI, Springfield, 111." 
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Re: JOHN U HZH8, ET AL, 


& 


INTER VIET.',' r.ITH 




as intervi ewed by Special Agents j 

Although jJ^r&s sincere and 
cooperative he had no information orvalue to ;jnstant 
case. There is set forth below the signed statement executed by^ 

’’Springfield, ‘ Illinois 
September 15, 1943 

the i’ollowing voluntary statement to , 
both of wham I know to be Special Agents in 
Jeral Burea^c^l^^^.cation, Ho threats or promises have been made 
to me tc induce me to make a statement. 



"I was born 
and became a U.S. citizen 



I came to the U.S* in£_ 

came back f rom the U,S, Army, 

I now work at tine i, and re s I started mining in 

■IB and joined U.M.W. at that time^ir^re5z^wfie^pne State went Pro- 
^^ssive, I joined P.tt.A, and at that time I was working at Peabody $53* 

I starts ■’ at Mine A in 1935 and was satisfied with P«tt«A, 

"kino A closed down in the sprint* of 1941 an d in Aug ust of that 

~ I did 

n I cane back Mine A had gone United 
Line worker. tty wife had sent me a card and I signed it while I was at 

which was the way Z joined U,K,«2r, I don’t know what happened 
\SnT^^^a^away, oxcept that the mine was sold and the men joined U.M.w. 

It doesn't make any differenc^t^aewhich union I belong to. The above 
statement was read to mo byjmm| and it is true and correct, 

/■/ 


year, 

not ccme ou - 



u 


'witnessed: 



>pecial Agents, F.B.I., 
U.S, Dept, of Justice, 
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RE i JOHH L. IEWIS, ETAL 



INTERVIEW VnTH 


Springfiold, Illinois, was 
torvlowod at hi s rosidonoo o n~So_pto mbor 18, 194Sj 
Spooial Agonts BHHH and | 

understands and spoaks English sufric^ntly well to tostify. Tho statement 
sot forth bolow was read to him, wi^ho statod that ovorytfcing in it is truo. 
Howovor , ho doclinod to sign It. |^H^said that no ono had told him npt. 
to sign any statomont given by him to Fodoral Agont6. Bo said ho has no 
oriminal record. 


Soptombor 18, 1943 
Springfiold, Illinoio 



make tho following voluntary statomont to 
whom I knew to bo Spooial Agonts of tho 
Fodoral Buroau o^lnvost^at^ny of my own froo will, with no throats ojf 
premisos mado mo. 


M I am living at and - 

am working at Mino A.^^. i was tp 

tho Uni tod Statos in I booam^^^^T^o^^^^UH^^^^irtuo of haring 

6orvod in tho V7orld War. I bogan working at Uino having boon- 

a mombor of tho U.M.7V. sincoHj^H I joinod tho Progrossivo Kino Workorf 
in 1932, when all tho mon a-^u^Ki. swltohod ovor, I ro joinod tho U.U.W* 
in 1941. ‘ 

"In tho sunnor of 1941, I was working in 4HHHHHHH 
and didn't soo anything in tho papers about tho salo of Uino A. I dianli 
knew anything about it boing sold, or anything about it, until ono day,, 
sono man, whoso name I can't roraanbor, told mo thoro was going to bo a L 
mooting of all tho mon at tho Elk6 Club. I didn't know the purposo cf tho 
mooting, until I got thoro. j|^BM|^^Hkprosidod at tho mooting, and tho 
discussion was whothor to not. I was in tho baok of tho 

room, and didn't pay nuoh attontion to what was going on. I don't romombor 
who put tho quostion of P.M.A. or U.M.Y7. to tho non, and don't romombor who 
took part in tho discussion. I votod to join tho U.U.YT. at that mooting,." 
bocausa ovoryono soomod to bo in favor of it, and not for any particulars-.-, 
reason. It doosn't mako any difforonoo to mo whioh union is in, and 
condi tiens havo boon just about tho samo at tho mine undor U.M.W* that tfcoy 
woro undor P .U*A. 

"This statomont ha6 boon road to mo, and I atato it is truo 
to tho boat of my knowlodgo. 
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RE I JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


ITTSRVIEAVriTH 

TCONTINlJEDr 


[statod that ovorything in this statonorrt it 
ru c, but doc lino d to sign it. 

JSpooial Agont, Springfiold, 111* 

Spocial Agont, FBI, Bpringfiold, 111." 
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RE: JOHN L. LE..1S, ET AL 



this interview 


[was 

entirely cooperative but did not appear to have a very jood knowledge of 
pertinent natter. He is above average in intelligence for a miner. It ia 
felt that in the event he is called as a witness he 'will be only fair. 


ave the following sijned statement: 


Spnn, i laic. 
Sept. IS, 1943 



Live the following infomation 

nno are kn /nn to ne to be Special A ents of the 
F.B.I. N > threats "or pronises have been nade no to jet ne to ■ ive this 
statement. I an work in at nine A as a driver. I liave been there about 
years. was born I have been a 
citi z cn since abut] 



"I waf 

nade when I cane back 
satisfied with then. 


on vacation when the switch froc Ulf.7 to PMA was 
joined PH*. .Tfailc the FILL was our union I was 


"■-.■hen Elshoff bought I!ine a. I • pt a letter tcllin..- ue of this, dihen 
I ot this I talked with the others and wc all felt there was nothin , to 
do but i. ) to U. IT. because ^lshoff had taken the nine 0 Vv.r & if we didn't 
join over there would be no job for us. At the tine Elshoff took over 
Mine "A" a couple of fellows from P.M.A. cane to see ne and said they would 
help us if we stayed out & I didn't join U.K.7. No one fron U M 1.' cane to 
see no. I heard that "lshoff ti ht take the coal fron Mine throu^ 

Mine "B* 1 if we didn't join U.li..*. I don't recall hearin,,. that Elshoff 
would keep cine “ closed if we didn't join U.K.'.A, but what I heard amounted 
to the sane thin ,, Fron heurin ; these things I felt I would have to join 
U.M.'A if I wanted to to back to Mine "A" to work. 


*1 attended a special neetin , at P.M.A. hall where they had sons 
ar'Tinent and a fijht down atairB. The P.M.A* men wanted to docide what 
we could do about yettin , the nine opened but the officers wouldn't let .ns 
and the meeting, was closed. I feel the P.M.A. officers should have let 
the non have a chance to talk all they told us was to stay >ut and not /.o 
back. 1 he nen tried to appoint a coixiittoe to see what could be done but 
the officers wouldn't let then. 

"I attended a neetin; at the Redmans Hall this was to see if they could 
jpt a majority, enou.^i did not shjw up S' they had a neetin - at the Elks Cl»>o. 
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HE* JOHN L. LET. /IS, ET AL 
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They then decided to hold a nectin ; at the Elks Club. 

T think both of these were advertised in the paper. At 
the Elks Club aeetin.-j the nen decided to jo on back to 
U.H.». so there would not be any trouble like at Mine "B 1 ®. 
j charge of the neetinj. We had a standing vote to 
not to p back to U.M.»\ and all of us voted for it. I 
voted for U. II. because I wanted, tu L ;o back to work. Ednundson cane over 
bof .r. it was ov^r and gave a talk. He said the nen should all be back in 
tJ.K.Ii. and wclconed us back. T/e si nod up for U.1I.T/. ri./Jit there that day. 

I was n.'t on any cnmdttee at this tine, I did not ; :o to Elsh ; off's or 
Ednundson’ s office after the neetin 



return ;f 


Inn it: _ _ ~ x iri 

Ifi av mxuu 




sane as under P.il.a,. It uakes no difference to uc which Uni >n we have. 


"I have had .. read this 3 pa.e statement t) ne and it i s all 

true and correct to th^best of ny knowled ;e and is as I have told it to 
the Agents. I an si pin , this of ry own free will," 




Sprin .field, 111 
Sept. 18, 1943 



Re: JOHJ L. LEWIS, ET AL. 



lowing 6ign£' , statement 


"September 14, 1943. 
Springfield, 111. 


"I 

voluntaril; 



make the following statement freely and 


who have iden- 


tified thems eles to me as SpeciaTAgenu^oi the federal Bureau 
of Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to me to 
obtain this statement. 


in 1942. Before 1932 I was a member of the United line workers, 
but I never was an officer of that union or any other union. In 
1932 I was ir. favor of the switch from U .H.W. to the Progressive. 
Mine «orkers of America, I thought the P.K.A. would be a better 
union. After 1932 I was satisfied with P.l'.A. and I wanted nothing 
to do with U.&.rt. 


in the newspapers. The change in management in line A did not bother 
me. I did not think it would affect me or my job. Conditions between 
P.i'.A. and Mr. Lynn always had been O.K. 


chase of *dne A by Elshoff. When Elshoff bought the minej I had the 
idea that he would try to change the union there because 1 had heard 
of the trouble at line B between the management and F.K.A. and I also 
heard that Elshoff favored U.M. ». 

"I heard rmors that Elshoff was going to work Mine A through 
line B. I believe that this was being talked about to force JSLne A 
men to join the this was the pressure being used on the 

miners in line A, I never heard any talk that Elshoff would open Bine A 
only if the miners switched to U.U.W. «hen I heard that Elshoff bought 
line k, 1 believed that sooner or later the miners in Mine A would 
have to join U.M.W. to work in the mine. I had this idea because of 
the trouble that had occurred at tine ° t and because of Elshoff s 
general reuption of being pro 



11 


As I recall the purchase of Jnir.e A by Elshoff was announced 


"No one ever asked me to join the U.M.W. prior to the pur- 
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Re: JOm L. LE..IS, RT AL. 


"I went to quite a f ew P.li.A. meetings, and went 
to the one at P.M.A. hall in September 1941* which was 
a regular meeting* I did not go to any of the meet- 
ings in the 4iks Club or Rednan 's Hall, and did not 
know anything about them until after they happened, I don't remember 
any special union meetings about that time, 

"1 was not elected to any committees to meet with the manage- 
ment of ?'ine ii , I did not hear anything about U.U.<>. organizers or talk 
about joining U.LI.,7. I heard that a committee of miners contacted 
•t-lshoff, but 1 did not hear their report, and J- don't know the results of 
their meeting, 

"after Rlshof f pur chased line A, I went back to work without 
signing up with U.L.77.^^M|B|Mbwas president of the local at 

Line a, and he told my~brotTiL7TS^^Tf I did not join I could not 

work any more in line A. After working about six months at line A mder 
-Ishoff 's management, I quit. I did not want to work liider U.K.'*. I 
don't remember whether^jjH talked to me before or after signed 

a contract with Elshoff. 

"I did not go to the meeting when the miners voted to join 
U.K. ., I never did rejoin that Union. I did not take an active part in 
union affairs and did not know what went on in union meetings. After 
I ’.vent back to v;ork in line a J paid dues to U.K.7.’, because they were 
checked off my pay. I never did sign a U.M..*. membership card, 

"I have read this statement consisting of this and one 
other typevrritten page and state that it is true to the best of my 
knowledge and recollection. 

/S/ 

/£>/ M^HH^Soecial Agent, FBI, Springfield, 111. 

special Agent, FBI, Springfield, 111." 
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL 



INITRVIErr raTH ' On September 13, 1943 Special 

interviewed 
aHu^ojne at j 

inois. During the course of this interview it 
did not appear to be too bright or reliable, 
but he did, however, tr y to be coo perative to the best of his ability* 

(would make a reliable witness* 


It is not believed that 


Street, Springfield 
was observed that 




The following signed statement was procured from 




statement . 


Soringfield, 

Sept. 13, 1943 

give the following statement toj 
o are known to me to be Special Agents 
s or promises have been made me to procure this 


was born I came to the U.S. 

^ and became a citizen arouno^^HH I am now working at the] 

;o», have been there for about 4 morvtns. For the past 12 yrs. I have 
at Mine A off and on. I was a digger and driver at Mine •A". I quit because 
I couldn’t make a living there. TFheiL 


Mine 



to P *M * i- 
»A M . 


to 1941. 


!vhen the men decided to go 
the P.H.A. union from 1932 


”1 first heard that Elshoff had bought Mine "A" through reading 
of it in the paper. I was not glad of this at the time. T5hen the mine 
opened a man who wanted to go back to work could, but the Co. didn't 
care whether he did or not. I you wanted to work there you had to be a 
member of U.H.T7* The excuse they gave for this was that it was the same Co. 
operating both Mine "A" tt "B" and they couldn't have a contract with both 
union. No Co. or Union official told us this_ ite just heard this talk and 
felt that it must be the situation. I never hacJ any kick when the P.lt.A. 
was handling the relationship at mine A. Before the Elks Club meeting a 
couple of men came to see me about joining over to the U.M.W. I dont 
know who they were. I met to one meeting that was the one at the Elks 
Club where they voted to switch over. I heard that Elshoff might operate 
Mine A through the Mine B shaft & at that time, I guess it could have been 
done. I didn't pay much attention to this however. 

"I road about the meeting to be. held at the Elks through 

/ 

* 
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Re: JOHN L. LETCS, ET AL 



the papers. at thi 

time. The understanding of the men at this meeting 
■was that if we didn't get mine "A" opened and go back 
to work there we wouldn't have any work and the only 



at that 


way we could got to go back to Mine "A" was as U.li.TT. Ray Edmundson, talked 
to us at this meeting and assured us that our rights would be fully protected. 
It was the understanding then that if we vent back as a group we wouldn't 
have to pay any ini at ion fee. There was a standing vote at the meeting and 
most of them voted to join U.il.W. and get back to work. I did not belong to 
any committees appointed at this time. I voted to go U.M.TT. because there 
was nothing else I could do at that time if I wanted my job at Mine "A". 

It was our feeling that if wc didn't go U.U.Yif. there would be the same sort 
of trouble there that they had had at mine tt B w . I did not go to Edmundsons 
office or the Leland Hotel the night of the meeting. There were cards at 
this meeting and wo signed up right there. The mine opened shortly after 
this meeting. I did hear that Elshoff didn't have any money, but I dont 
know how he got the money to buy I tine "A". 

"Since 1941 under the U.M.TJ. the dues I believe have gone up 
over what they were under the P.M.A. 


pages, it is the truth so far as I know and is as I have told it to t he 
F.B.I. Agent. I am signing this statement of my own free will. 


"I have read this statenent which is written on this and 2 other 


Signed 




(Kilw.) 


Springfield, 111 

Sept. 13, 1943" 
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RE* JOHN I. LET./IS, ET AL 




bad an excellent recollection of pertlnont^event s and 
if it Tvero n ot for the fact he is an Alien with he *ould 

make a fine witness. He was n st friendly and ent^cly cooperative at the 
time of this interview* 



gave the following 


si ;ned statement* 



jprinTixyj-w, 

Sept. 18, 1943 
ive the foHov*in~ information to. 

Wki W 


the F.B.I. N > threats .r promises have been nadc to procure this statement* 

n l was b rn I cane to the IJ.S, when I was 

r.b ut ^■HHHpriH^Hr^IemTTruapplyin. . for ny citizenship papers. I 
w Trkcc^^^nin^’^^^To^Z931 to ab /ut July 1942 as a di ; ,cr. I have now 
been back since ah 'ut Feb. or March. I went over to P.M.A. in 1932 at 
the tine I didn’t knou much about it s > I just went alon. ; with the rest. 

I had little preference at the time. I read In 1941 about Elshoff buying 
Mine "A“^ It ciidn’ t make any difference wh > owned the Mine I was just 
wondcrinj when it would reopen, I was always satisfied with the way P.M.A. 
^anilo'l things at Mine •’A’’. At the time ^lsh >ff bought Mine '•a* I was not 
approached about . An.; to U.H.v.% I heard rumors that "lshoff ni ;ht operate 
aino A thru Mine B. I felt I would be -ut if a job, that he would mecha- 
nise them and make me nine out of il^^^heaj^^u^ors that ^shoff would 
only operate nine A as a U.M.'.i. nine^ ^^j^HHj^Btol : us that he would 
see Elsh jff about this at the last P.liTA^noet5i^^«hen I heard abo ut 
this I felt that if I could . et another job I would never <;n back. 
sort of appointed himself to see Elsh>ff. At one of the last P.M.A. noev- 
in, s there was a fi ;ht >r scuffle. I heard of the meet in at Redmans Hall 

I heard of the neetin.. at the 

El!^^ra^Tu^Iidn^^^^here^^^?a^io^a member of any committee and I 
did not t o to Elsh ;ff a office or Ednunlsons after the Elks neetin ,. I 
j ine r ' the U.M.V. at the Miners Bid. on the 7th floor, ‘‘hey had a najority ar.l 
Ay forned a local and there was nothing for us to do but si n up. 
pas there and he t >l d us we need not worry about any picket or an y- 
Lno, ^fhis neetin . was held to ;ive us a last chance to o over to U.H.7. 
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Its* JOHN L. LSTilS, ET AL 


bef ore the nine opened. The cine was goin : : to open as 
U.k.W. and you had to sign up if you wanted to "work. 

Now things under U.I£.W. are just about like they were 
under p.u.A. At first it was pretty tough but it ie 
about the saoe now. I have read this 2 page statement and it is all true to 
the best cf *iy knowledge & belief. I am signing it of my own free will.* 





9JJUBIU1 AJtHiL, Ka.I. Sept. 18, 1943 
St. Paul, Minn. n 




o 


H£* JOHN Li Lt^l XS , ET AL 


T VflTH 



On Sept 




cial Agent 
intervi 


ax nie none, 

Springfield, Illinois. A t_tho time of this interview, 
advisod that he had no criminal rocord. friendly and en- 

tirely cocporativo , he scorned to have a fai^Know^^go of pertlnont matters 
but had a good deal of trouble expressing himself in English, la the event 
it is deemed advisable to call him as a witness, it is felt he will be en- 
tirely willing and will make a fair witness. 

;ave the following signed statements 


Springfield, 111* 
Sopt . 16, 1943. 


am giving this information to] 
who have identified thomsolvos ns being Special Agonl 
ie F. Bi I~ . No throatsoi^promise^iaveboen made mo to give this infor- 
mation. I was bo^Dj^HHf^^BH||ye&re ago & I became a citi- 
ion^fc/eers ago,i 


cr 


TL. Kj l Ul i* —A * 

mu uu axua a Jow a ducai vau 


about as a diggor. In 1932 I changed ovor to P. H. A. as ovorybody 

went over A thero woro bettor conditions A no arguments or fights. I 
heard from other mon that Bill Ryan sold Mine A A also hoard that Mine A 
would stay shut down A th at they woul d toko coal out af Mine A thru Mine B« 

I went out to Mine A A A ho said I should wait a while A that 

the mine might r e-opon as ^Snto^xo get my mining paper from him. Several 
men, HHHHHM and another man told mo that t^^lo’clock the following 
day ther^vroul^bc a mooting at Rodman’s Ht.ll.JH^^B also said to mo that 
nc nua Been aj-snou wnu emu xuui ±1 imuy wunw. uv qr ^ u u> u# nwwuuiu r\>~ 
opon M ino A othcrwi8o_hc_gould let it shut down^^BjHfcwns with 

is Ti/hon saw believoc 

incsiaucl^^^^asr^^worlcin^X told him I wouId ^^^^^^To P . U. W. if the 
others did. I wont to mooting at Redman Hall A ■■■■■vas in ehnrgo A 
he told us that on Sunday thoro would be a meeting at tho Elk’s Club. I 
did not nttond the meetings at P. M. A. Hall regarding thi6 matter* I wont 
to Elk’s Club mo oting too A saw Edmundson A 4 other mon but I don’t know 
when they came* started the whole business at tho Elk* 6 Club, 

tie na a & oxeinaing voxe a bo aiu x ud a ivxx 11 x aiviirv numu vju-wp 

us out. I did not want to go back to U. M. ff. but I had to otherwise I 
would not have a job A I did not want to soo any trouble. Now at Kino A we 
get docked A novor knew why but under P. M. A* we were told A then we had 
Pit Committee but now undor U. U. W. just about 6 or 6 mon run tho whole 
local A wo miners don’t have a thing to sr.y any more. It nover was like 
this undor P. M. A. At tho Elks Club Edmundson said if wo eignad up then 
It wouldn’t cost anything but if wo signed up lator it would cost us #10.00 
or moro A he also said ho would guarantee that Mine A would ro-opon in a few 
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RE: JOCK L. LEOS. EE AL 


day® ®o we til signed up curds there. X 
signed up to get a job k not because I liked 
U. 11. TT. but I noodod work. I never belonged 
to a connitteo thon & 1 did not go to effioe 
of Ellshcff or Ednundscn. I wont hone k thon wont to work at Mine A even 
tho it wa: V , M. Vf. Things were bettor under P. U. A. than nnde^U^l. W. 
Tho non don'; have nuch to say now any more. I have had AgontfljM^ road 
tc me this (3) throe page statonent 1c it is true & correct to i/ost of 
knowledge k I have signed it of ny own free will. 


IPTERVIE.7 TflTH 



A/ 



’’VntnossQS ; 


A/ 

A/ 


Soccial Aront F. S . 


Special Agent, 

St. Paul, llinn. 
Springfield, 111 . 
Sept. 16 , 1943 . " 


I. 

I. 




Re; JOHN L. LE./IS, ETAL. 


The followir 



inves tigationwasconduc ted by Special Agenta 

Springfield, Illinois 



Spring^^^^Hinois , Agents 

interviewedJPBHHIiHH with the help of as h e was 

unable to understand or speak the English language. She advised 
has never been arrested in his life and it is felt he would make a very poor 
witness as he did not seem to know much about the pertinent period and if he 
is to be a witness and interpreter would have to be obtained for him. 


signed fo| 
follows ; 


Agen ts obtai ned the 1 oilowxng statement which 
as she said he can't write. 




Sept. 15, 1943 

l give the following information toj 

lified themselves es being Special Agents of 
j has acted as interpreterfor me. I was born in 

i came to U.S. about became a citizen in, 

(years & I quit in Jan. 1942 as I got sick. 

1932 everybody joined over to F.li.A. so I did too. It never made any 
difference to what union I belonged. In 1941 everybody else joined over to 
U.N.V7. so I did too & I never was threatened or forced bo sign up* I had not 
been told by anyone that Mine A would be Closed if it didn' t go over to U.1UY. 
I heard that klnc a mignt oe Kept, exosea « opL.at;u uu*u. *** 

union was just like another and I didn't care which one was there. I went to 
one meeting on a Sunday & wa voted over then & raised our hands but I didn't 
sign anything then. 

(slgne 




^ec^gt^B?I. (m«) 
Springfield, HI. 

Sept. 15, 1943. 
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REi L. ixnSS, BTAL 


mERVIEV^IT^^^^ At|^^^^mnois # Spooial A| 

aa^HH^B interviewed | 

on Sc^o5oo^ 17^1943 , Ho stated ho had novar 
urrostod in his lifo. It was notod that ho is a rather intolligant por*on and 
answorod the quostions in a oloar tono of voioa. Ho sooms to knew what wont 
on at tht, n.'.os and ho appoarod to bo honest and vory cooperative. It is f«Jt 
that ho wouiu nako a very good witness if his tostimony woro nooossary. 



statononti 


Interviewing Agents obtained from bin tho following signed 







givo tho following information to 
10 hnvo “fSontifiod thorns olvos as Spocial Agents 
of tho FBI. tJo thrdTCmrT?romls oB hayo boon nado to mo to g ivo this in- 
formation. I am now onplcyod at ^SSSSSSSSS^BSS^SSE BB 
diggor for about a yo ar. I quit Kino A thon A had worko d thoro abovj 
years. I was born in In 1932 I jolnoc 

FMA as all tho rost di^^i^aitoT^mak^Sj^irrorQno^^o mo whioh union waq 
thore & I novor had any trouble boforo or aftor 1932 with oithor TJMY or FUA* 

I hoard it from othors A from papore that EL6HQFF bot Mi no A* I was almost 
euro thoro would bo a ohango thoro A that I would hnvo to go back to CM T 

bocauso ELSHQFF had Hino fi and had so much trcmblo boforo at Uino-jB* Z 

don't worry so it didn't both or mo if I wont book to dig ooal or not but X 
was anxious to got book tc work thon* Ho ono saw mo personally about ^slning 
ovor tc C1AY. Thoro was a lot of talk that ELSHQFF might tako ooal from Uino 
A thru liino B A I folt it could hnvo boon done thon* I hoard that EDMUNDSEN 
told a oommittoo or somo non that ELSHQFF said if they wont to T7W ho would 
opon Hina A at onoo, otherwise ho was going to tako ooal out thru Hino B : - 
and that our Pli\ looal would have to join ovor to UllrY A thon I folt ELSBCFF 
would out thru from A to B. I w ont baok to TOW booauso tho looal A majority 

votod to go baok so thoy would not havo to starvo during tho winter* I at- 

tend od about 3 mootings than* At 'tho Elk's Club A Hodman Ball A FMA. I was 
at tho mootings at tho PML. I rooall it was a spooial mooting A I hoard about 
it from othor mon* Somothing happonod thoro that night. Somo oommittoo was 
sont out A I hoard sons mon jumpod on tho oommittoe A 1 did not see it. This 
oommittoo did not boo anyono to my rooollootion. 1 understand it was a 
regular called mooting A was presided ovor by PMA officials. Ho decisions - 
woro roaohod thon to my rooollootion* I also hoard of mooting at Hodman Ball 
from othor minors A I don't know why it was hold thoro. Tho looal officials’’ 
prosidod ovor it, too. I don't boliovo EDMUUDSOK was thoro to my rooollootion. 
Everybody was talking thoro. At PUu mooting somo FM&. offioial said wo ought 
to stay A fight. At Hodman Ball I just don't rooall what was said anymore* 
Thoy said thoy woro going to havo another mooting lator. I wont to a mooting 
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RE* JOBS L* LEWIS, ETAL 



IMTERTngii KITH ^jat Elks Club on a Sunday oftomoon. Wo voted to go 

ick to UM7 by o standing voto^^M^rotod to go 
back under tho ciroumstanoos . |B|B v7aB ^ "■ 
charge of tho mooting If ho toldu^wfiottho 
quo&ticn vac* It was oithor to go back to U15 ¥ or to piokot Mine A ft thon 
ELSHOFF wi:U tako coal from Mino A thru Mino B. Someone get EDMONDSON thon, 
too, 4 ho r.b thoro* Sovoral non oano in with EDMONDSON* EDMONDSON talked 
to us ft said what thoy would do & that ho would boo that Kino A would ro- 
open ft that thoy could have thoir own looal ft officors* I think wo signed up 
that afternoon ovor tc UIAtf. I did not attend any mooting at EDMONDSONS or 
ELSKOFFS offioo* I could not boo any difforonoo botvxocn T7M7 ft PMt oxoept 
that tho dock boss get stricter but duos were about tho sumo » I never had 
any complaint against FMA at any timo 4 thoy hondlod things smoothly while 
at Mino A. Wo men wont back to U}17 tc kaap off piokot linos ft booauoo thoy 
noodod jobs ft did net want to soo things happon a -- . Mina A as tho y did at 
Mino B whon all tho troublo was there* I havo had Agon^HUH^oad to mo 


( T \ Trfi r +/iY«>nri+ *> 4 4" 4 l 
v g ; r*b v w 


■ V«J***'hF*4 W 





lodgo. I am signing this of cy arm froo will. 



St* Paul, Minn. 


Spociai Agent, FBI 
Springfiold, 111. 
Sopt. 17, 1943 n 
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RE i JOHN L. L©nS, ET AL 


INTER VI 



18/ 1943 . 


The following investigation wag c onducted by 
Special Agents flHHHbiil fHHHHHHjj 
[at Springri^H^^T^^^s, oi^Se^^fRr 


At his residenc^^^^^^^HHmmHHItopringfield, Illinois - 
Agents irrte.' 7iewedMM|MMBMJM^m^aa^se^I^ras no criminal record. 

It was noted that fi^ro^ver^^ooperat i ve , and he expressed himself rather 
good, oven though he is an elderly man. and he seemed to have a good knowledge 
of what went on. It is felt that he would make a fair witness. 


Agents obtained from him the following signed s tat ement : 



"Spring! icld, 111. 

Sopt. ie, 1943 

give the following information to 
ure known to be to be Special Agonts o: 
or promises have boon made me to get me to do this 



een a t Vine A since 1928 as a digger. 

I became a c it it on about 


I was b ora in 


In 1932 whenwe changed from U. M. 17. to P. H. A. I joined the 
P. M. A. because everybody else did. I joined because if I wanted to stay 
at Mine A anc w rk I hed to join. I don't care much which union we have 
however the Progressives were a little bit worse, they would fine you and 
not tell you why. 


".Ihon Els hoff took over Mine A I got a letter from Ryan telling 
mo of this. 1 also read of it in the paper. I heard that Elshoff was 
going to take the coal from Mine A through Mine B, if this happened we Mine 
A men would be out of a job. No one como to see mo about going back to U. 
L. V. I heard ho was just going to run one mine with U. If .17. men. I 
didn't much care about this I felt I could get a job some place. 


"I attended a meeting r,t the P. M. A. there they discussed whe- 
ther we were going to fight to stay Progressive like they had at Mine B or 
whether we would go over to U. M. '7. and not have to fight. The P. H. A* 
officers would lot the men talk if they talked' their way but if they didn't 
they would not let them talk. They had a committee tdiich reported that 
Elshoff had said he would open the Mine with U* M. W. otherwise ho would 
leave it shut down. I didn't see any fights I heard about them. 

"We had a meeting at the Redman's Hall to se^flriiatw^rere going 
to do, this was to see what Elshoff was going to do. in 
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RE: JGKK L. LEV7IS, ET kb 



charge of this meeting he told us that Elshoff 
had said if we signed up with U. H. V> he would 
open the mine but he wasn't going to open It 


with P. H. km 


"The meeting at Elks Club was also in charge o 



this was to 


see what we were gping to do, they gave us papers to slg^u^ior the E» 

V* and all -here but 26 signed. Edmundson came over after we had sighed up 
with U. M. iT, He said he was glad we had come back so there would be no 
trouble. He told us we would not have to pay any Initiation fee. 1 signed 
up that afternoon. I signed up with U. M. ¥. because I liked thorn better 
because they are all over the TJ. S. and Canada. The Progressives are only 
a small organisation and they can't push nothing. 


1 did not go to the office of Edmundson or Elshoff after this meeting. Con* 
ditions at Mine A are very good and the sane as they always were* 


ment and it is all true and correct to the best af ny knowledge* I am sign- 
ing this statemont of my own free will. 


"I was not on any committee in connection with the Union switch. 


"I have had Agent 



rend to me this 3 page handwritten state- 


" Signed : 



"hit nested 


A 


A 



SpecTaT&gencTr * B. I 
St. Paul, Minn. 


"Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 16, 1943." 
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RtM JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 



The following Ijrvestigatioi^a^conducte^tar 
Special Agent a ^BHBHHBJ^^nd Mj^HB 
t SpringriSla^iHxnoi^on Sep^mber 


13 , 1943 . 


-went to the residence 
dHH^P^^H^Sprlngfield, Illinois and 

Tnstai^^Swestigation but had nothing to cay about it as he did not know a 
thing about it, and he denied that anyone told him not to say anything. 



by Agent 
case. He 


He was interrogated by Agents and shorthand notes were taken 
lich are being retained in the exhibi t section of this 
advised Agents he has been at nine A about BS ~ " 

th^ 


years, that he is on the top, docsn f t associate with the" 


He 


further said ho is a citizen of the United States 

He said he has not been con- 
igation and that he did not know 


s inves 


he is a dock boss* 

and was born in 

tacted by anyone in regar 
a thing about it. He also said it does notmake any difference to him what 
union he belongs to just so he has a job. HUB advised he was at Vine A 
in 1932 and went over the way the bunch went^He said just so he works is 
all that he cares about. He advised there was a meeting at the Elks • 

Club and that they voted to go into UhT7 and that that was the only meeting 
he attended. He further said ho did not know why they voted that way. He 
stated that all he wanted w as work and he did not care anything about the 
union at all. According to £BBthere was a notice in the paper about the 
meeting to be held. He advisec^nat he heard through someone that Carl 
Elshoff was going to buy the mine A and that he also hoard it in the 
papers. He also advised ho did not know if Elshoff was going to reopen 
Mine A or not and that he never heard anything about going through Vino B. 
He also said nobody contacted him about going back to Vino A. He further 
said he did not know If the men were satisfied with P1£A or not and that 


he did not attend very many meetings and that he still does not go to 
many. He also advised he never heard anything that Elshoff would only open 
Vino A as UUff. At the Elks Club ho said the men just voted over t o HUT 
and that the chairman got up and took a vote and that VH^HHRgot 
and asked what way. He further said that after the mcetiT^tta^ramundson 
came over but thatEdmundson did not say anything but just took them into 
the ttflT union. HBAsaid he voted to go back to HUH and that he went along 
with the rest c^T^^nsn and he said he guessed his job depended upon 
which way he voted and he agdn said he did not know why they voted over to * 

aOf. MBA also said he wasn't a member of any committee and that ho did 

not gc^vor to Elshoff 's office after the meeting nor to the Leland Hotel. 

He also said that since Mine A has boon 1M7 his job is just the same and peri^r 
a little better now as he now has one job to do while with FKA ho had 

threo or four things to do. He further said he did not k now why they changed 

back nor whore Elshoff got the money to purchase Vine A. fl^B[ sold this 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


is all that he knows and that it is true to his 
knowledge and he said he would not sign anything 
even if it were written up. He said it s ain’t 
none of his business" and that he doesn’t bother 
with anything out there and that he didn’t rant to get nixed up in the 
matter. He further said he is still working out there and they don’t 
bother him and he doesn’t bother then and Just so he works is all ho 
cares about. Ho also advised he never has been arrested in his life. 

It is felt that v'ould make a poor witness but it is felt 
he has not told the truth an^probably has been contacted by someone to 
keep still. • 



{ continued) 



e 


o 
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Re; JO HE L. LEWIS , ET AL 


< ! 


iriERVIEff WITH 


The following investieationwa^oonducted 

Agents fl|HHpmaad _ 

at Springfield on September 16, 



943 1 



Springfield, Illinois, 
ao advised he never haB been 
agen+s he was not contacted by anyone 

^ I «« e 


-a A— — 


At his residence, 

* gents interviewed I 
arrested in l.-<s lil 

in regard to being seen vy re aerax me n anu i.s s»ia ne wouxu anewor miy 4 ^ 0 ^^ 
he could. It was noted that rather intelligent and appears to 

knov? a lot about union matte r s&no^s noted in hie statement, he is in favor 
of UMW and has been for years. 

It is to be noted thatJd^Ufwovld not sign th^statement which 
he gave and which is set out hereinafter. It is felt that ^^^I^Hwould make 
a rather impressive witness. 


The following is the unsigned sxax,emenx cocaine a xrom 



Springfield, 
Sent, 16, 1943. 



give the following information t 
!ified themselves as Special Agents of 
threats or promises have been made me to give this information* 

"I was born dr came to U« became 

a citizen thru my father^^^nSv^^eej^at Mine A since ^JJJpTam still thore 
as a company - man. In 1932 I went Progressive because everybody else did ft 


T woul d never have split if I had anything to do with it, 
anything to do with getting U.!3,W # back again at Vine A. 


1 did not have 


”1 read in the paper in 1941 that Ryan sold Mine A to Elshoff ft I 
was worried a lot about it as I felt Vine A would shut down as I felt that 
Elshoff would not operate Vine A* While P,l!,A* was at Mine A I had no 
complaint against them at all. F 0 one saw me in regard to going back to 
U.M.W, at all, I heard that they were going to drive an entry from Vine B 
into Vine A ft I know that could not be done as it would cost too much to 


_dl a I Jk *a Tl ft* In At 4 ft A A* ll V\ A A An A 

U U xt/ aft U 4 U 4. w* wwuftu uv muuw 1 


T Via 4 Si IffrtTl 1 H UinA A 

UU V 1 AiWWhl u WAi «V v H*WA 4W V w ^ W jy w M — 


if men joined TJ.M.tf. I attendod a meeting at Progressive Hall. That was a 
regular meeting If I remember right k that was the last P.H.A. meeting I 
attended. They IJiscuseedthe matter t they had a controversy there so I 
left k went home. ^HHftold us all it was one of those bad situations 
f : that we would have to wait till the whistle blew. I heard they had a& 
argument or fight down stairs later on but I had gone. I heard later on 
there were Borne strong arm men there at the meeting from the southern part 
of Illinois. Ho committes were appointed while I was there* I also 
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Re: JOHN U LEXIS, ET AL 



attended the meeting at the Elks Club & I heard 
about it thru someway A I voted to go back to U.lf.W* 
& it was a standing vote. I always have been a 


* ay 


[continued) 

-U.M.’ft. since & that was why I voted over 

job also bothered me, but I felt it woul^Te better for us all to get 
together agair under I believe the local P.M.A. officers had charge 

of it. was the temporary chairman. I don’t recall just what was 

said at themo^Tng regarding going back to U.M.W. The vote was taken to see 
if we wanted to go back to U.K.TV. I voted of my own froe will. I was not on 
any committees then. I came home after meeting at Elks Club. I believe Ray 
Edmundson was called over to the meeting A he didn’t have much to aay A X 
believe we all signed up then at the meeting to be with Since Mine A 

has been changed back to U.M/7* I don’t see a particle of difference as dues 
are same now as they were under P.M.A. I have read this three (3) page 
statement A it is true A correct A no one influenced me to vote the way I 
did. This is all true but I won’t sign anything unless 1 first see our 
attorney hr. Fitzgerald, who is the attorney for the union. 


Witnesses : 


(signed), 

. 1 . 

St, Paul, Minn. 



signed) 
ec^^^Age^w r .B .1. (Milw.) 
ringfi.ld, 111. 
pt. 16, 1943." 



"( This statemen t was road by 

he was 

(tru^DU^n^would not sign it. 
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RE* JOHN L. LEWIS, ET aL. 


The following i nvestigation wn o on- 
Speoja l Agents and 

tSpringfiela^ETTffiois^oai 9-16- 

43* At hie Springfield, Illinois, agents 

Lntervi owed flflfljHjjjjHJHJHTwh^Ldv^ed he has no criminal record* 
It was not*.- 3 thS^T^^^ratno^il literate and although ho understood 
tho questions his answers wore in a •very Tow tone of voioo and it is 

Prtl 4 - t»y-i till 1 r t»rt n — ■ ~i 1 m So M. aM ««»4 nA M 
it-L V ilO *» V ^ Awi iUU&V (A vv* Jf pywj. S4UUVBOI 



Be furnished tho following statoaent but said ho would not sign 
it unless he roally had to and inasmuch as ho was told it was up to him 
to deoide whether or not ho wanted to sign tho swna he said ho would not 
sign it but that it was truo* 



S opt amber 16, 1945* 


give tho following information to 

[who have identified themselves to mo as 

Spe4111^!g555T 5P^H8 k*B*i* Bo throats or premises havo boon mode 
mo to give this information & I am giving it of my awn free will* 


became a oitisen in inTSpringfield, 111* I have been at Mino a 

8 years ft I’m still there as a digger* In 1932 I wont P«M*a* as I 
bolievod it was tho best union then* Now it don’t make any difforenoo 
to what union I belong* I hoard that ELSKOFF had bot Mine A when tho 
time oame to open up in tho fall of 1941* It didn’t nuke any difforenoo 
to mo what happened* I hoard fran other miners wo would have to Join 
D.MJT. If wo wanted to go book to work* I was satisfied with both P,M*A* 
ft U*M*\f* ft it didn’t oako any difforenoo what union was thoro* No cne 

„ _i a j - - j j_ _ n \i n ’T i > wOTii'iEtiD j 

nw x,n*su i/U juxu uvur iu x uuvvr iiuuru wua s* alp niy j nvuiu 

tako ocol out thru Mine B from Mino A* I never hoard that ELSHJFF 
would olose Mino a unless it was U*M*T7* I uttonded one mooting at ?*M*A» 
hall ft thoy had an argument thoro ft talk was as to whether wo would 
ec baok to work or not ft I think thoy decided to go baok whothor 
under P*M*a* or UH.T7 ft I don’t rooall if any ocnnittocs woro made us 
I don’t understand things very well* I did not attend any mooting at 
Elks Club or at Rcdnan’s Ball* I signed up for U*M*M« baok at Kino A 
when it ro-oponod* Sinoo B,M*17* has boon baok at Mine A things aro just 
the sane for mo as they were under r*ii*A* I had to sign jap with 
U.M*T7* as tho Mine a was that wuy and in ardor to go to work I had 
to Join up as tho local wont that way I hoard altho I did not vote over 
that way, I did not know thoro woro to bo any mootings at tho Elks 
Club ft at Rodnan’s Ball* as f ar I an ocnoomed just so I have a job is 
all I oaro for ft it don’t nuttor which union is there for ne* I hare 


%nn _ 


HE» JOHN 1. L37IS, ET -uL. 



had ikgont^HB read this two (2) pago stato- 
nont to is true & oorroct to the host 

of my knowledge and I will not sign it tho un» 
loss it is absolutely noooss&ry but it is true# 


litnessosj 



Spooiai .agent, F.B.I. 
St » Paul, Hinn. 



Soec* art. F.B.I. 
Springfield, 111., 
Sept. 15, 1943 •* 


(Hilw) 


Q 


o 


So t John l * lewxs , t t al 


iprravirr.' T7ITH 


The fol lowing investigati on wa^conductedby Special 
Agents Springfield* 

Illinoi^^or^optonDorlO, 1»45* 


his rosidoncD^^^H^mm Springfield* Illinois , 

agents intci vievsed until about five 

years ago o* so he also was known which last name was 

that of hio JBBSBBI b ut that ho ie gaiT^uicTCis nano changed to< 
and that it wasorTginaTly|HHH^^|^k 



but he 


any cr 


appeared to be rather intelligent and ho took great 
pride in telling agents of his activities in connection with iiinc *A*. 
He would make a good witness if his testimony is necessary. 

Agents obtained from him the following signed statement: 



Springfield, H 



the F. B. 1 1 
statement , 


give the following statement to 

who are known to me to be Special Agents ol 

Uo threats or promises have beon mado me to procure this 



*1 was born I 
in Springfield, 111, about 


I f irst joined a mine union 

.w. 

I am nor workln^a^xn^^^^ 
til August 1943 as a drivor. 

*T7hen the switch camo in 1932 we didn’t want to go over to P.M.A. 
but it looked like there was nothing else wo could do. I took no active 
part in this. From 1932 to 1941 thero was always some who wanted to return 
to U.TI.T/., I was one of thorn. There was no certain group *>ut you oo'*ld 
toll the way some of them felt they wanted to go back. Thore was no 
active organising or agitation to return to U.f-.W. P.M.A. local 51 was 
just like any other union as far as I know. Uine A was closed each year 

no wumr -«jV. * h>vn n^nn flhu’fc f? from that 


the union would be changed to Tho first I know was when along 

in the fall it came out in the papors that Elshoff had bought the mino. 
Aftor this was in the paper ovory man you met on the street seemed to 
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Re t JOHR L. LEWIS, ET AL 



INTERVIEW "YITH foel that tho only way we could go back to work was as 

U.M.T7. Also the men were getting tired of the due* that 
they were having to pay F.1S.A. I havo paid as high as 
12 or 14 dollars a month for dues 4 assessments to P.F.A. 
I don’t know why the dues in P.M.A. arc so high. So one approached mo 
about going to the meeting to change over to P.M.A, 1 was of the first to 
start trying to got a mooting organised to discuss among all the miners 
working at nine A as to what we would do. '.Then anyono got up in a P.M.A. 
meeting to discuss this matter the P.M.A, officials were standing around 
ready to pounce on us and wouldn’t let us talk. At one of the P.M.A. 
meetings a committee was appionted of 6 or 8 men, by tho union members. 

They were to go to sec Elshoff as to what was to be done. The P.M.A. 
officials wouldn’t get information as to what was going to happon and 
wouldn't accept the conmittoo appointed. Some of thoso on the co mmittee 


Clf pOiXl^TTlClVL rs uiouui a 9 

ione Elshoff but we couldn't got him. As wo wont out some 
one pushed hit me in tho back of t he head with their fist. 

There wa s a grou^around the door offlHpMH and somo others they held 
|^^|HBback when the rest of u6 iion^u^Sboat him up on tho floor. 

get in touch with Elshoff but^j^^^ftcontactod with Falsotti and 
we all went out to see him. Ho told us wnex^nc Company buys anything 
it has a contract with U.M.K. already and he guessed whatever was bought 
would have to be that way too. Ec said they really did not know if they were 
going to open Kino A or not that they might get tho coal out of Mine A 
through Kino "B". Ho didn'T say so but it was felt that this would knock 
us out of a job. 7'c then told Falsetti that wc wanted to go over to U.M.Tiir. 
anyway because of the dues tho P.M.A. was charging us. Ife di<^^cll him wo 
would like for them to keep Kino A going and not abondon it. 

I went around with a chock paper to see if the men wantod to goback to 
U.l'.w. or wantod to stay P.M.A. 7>o got ovor a hundred names and only one 
man turned ub down, “q told then we v/3ro going to have a piocc in tho paper 
anouncing a meeting wo had a meeting at Rodman's hall and about 95 to 100 
mon were there. ThlY meeting was about a week before the meeting at the 
Elks Club. ’7e told the men at this meeting what Falsotti had said and asked 
them if it would be OK to go see the U.K.17. officials, lie told them we 

would put in the papers when and where another mooting was to be held. .All 

o^thesonpn wanted to go ovor to U.K.'S?. T.e went up to U.K.77. and sawi 
'.To told him how the men felt and evon suggested that Bdmunc 
^tali^t^tK men at a meeting & oxplain the U.M,7T. proposition, Tho 
following Sunday afternoon wo held a mooting at the Elks^This meeting mu 
announced in tho paper & about 240 men woro there. was tho man 

in c har go of tho meeting. He had not previously beo^contacfod by us* 

JHBwas at tho last P. M.A. mooting mentione d, he was not at the meeting at 
l^rmn's Hall though. tr/o officers under P.M.A. . 

who attended this neotin^an^carr^^^^er as U.H.1T, officials* 


■I 

mason 


to 


- SOS - 


Rv: JOHR L. LEWIS, ET AL 


"At the Elks Club mooting wo explained to the mon what 
had happened* '.Vo had previously seen Edmundson and he 
had said ho would be zla^tj^have us return. T.e told 
the mon what Falsott^HHjm^^ and Edmunds on had told 
us and that Edmunds on' was in town and wo\2^oone up and talk to us* this 
was after the vote to return to U.K.T, this was a standing vote an? "Siere 
was not a on. against it. Another fellow and I went down and asked 
Edmunds on to como up which he did. Ee gave a short talk and told the men 
when they came over to U.ld.TT. he would do all he could to keep Kine A going* 

"The non were given cards for the U.l',‘7* that night so thoy would 
know how many members wo had* That same evening Union officers were elected 
and later on I think wc went over to Edmondsons office an' wore sworn in* 


(continued) 



Edmundson that night wc askod him 
away, he told us that he would see 
then v?ent to tho Lcland and had di 
where wc waitod until he cams down 
vdth Elshoff. Edmundson explained 
to U.M.T. and ho wanted Elshoff to 
want to sign until he knew tho man 


"get the mine oponed right 
if he could get in touch with him. We 
or and then over to Elshoff’s office 
, I dont know how Edmundson got in touch 
to Elshoff that the men wanted to go over 
sign a contract. Elshoff said he didn't 
had made up their mind and wouldn’t change 


back to F.M.A. VH^HH^Aond I both told Elshoff that wc had over 240 at 
the meeting and 12 others on tho street and they had signed up, 

"c told him ho needs not worry that there would be no troublo. Te waited 
till after 12 midnito before signing a contract as Elshoff didn’t wont to 
sign on Sunday. I dont know of their being anything spocial about this 
contract. The mine" oponod in about a week after this. All tho mon joined 
the U.M.V.. of thoir own free will. Tho mon joined to keep 1'ino A from being 
shut down and to get away from tho high P.l’.A. duos. 1 don’t recall anything 
about any letter inviting the Mine "A 11 men to join tho U.H.T. It is possible 
to operate Mine "A" through the shaft of Tine "B" and at one time they 
actually started to tunneling and went about 40 foot and stopped. I heard 
nothing about where Elshoff got the money to buy Mine "A*. I nevor received 
one penny for anything I did in rogards to this natter. !!y intorost was 
just to keep Jiino A going and to keep a job for myself and the other men. 


“I nave had AgontQgQ&g read this 3 page handwritten statement 
to me. It is to the best o^i^iaiowledgQ and belief all the truth and just 
as I havo told it to tho agents, I am signing this of ray own free will. 


"Signed 




Spec. Agt. F.fi.I. (Hilw.) 


Special Agent, F.B.I., 
St. Paul, Hinn. 


"Springfield, 111, 
Sept, 10, 1945." 



6 


0 



c 
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RE: JOBS L. LEuIS f ET AL. 


\ras interviewed at hid residence, 

Springfield, Illinois, em^the^^afternoon 
1943, b y Special Agents 

I is a person of~average 

teTligence, "and would make ah average wanness. He declined to sign the 
following statement on the general prinoiple that he does not sign things* 
He read it over, however, and assured that it was true as far as his 
knowledge of affairs was conoerned# 



"Springfield, 111* 
September 16, 1943* 


nano 




I was born in 

I am now emp^ye^a^M^i^A^^I make the following 
to ■HHHH who have identified 

themselve^t^m^T^T^Specia!n^ent^^Tn^odcral Bureau of Investigation, 
No promses, threats, or consideration of any kind has beon made to me to 
make this statement* 


"I have worked at Mine A for about •years. I was employed there 
when Ryan sold the mine. Prior to that timo lhad heard no talk among the 
men about changing unions. I think they were satisfied with the union as 
it was. I know that I was satisfied with the Progressive Mine t.orlcers of 
America. I do not know wny the men changed unions. I did not see any men 
or talk to them about the change. I did not especially care what they did 
about unions. Either union would be alright with me. I did not go to any 
meetings where this matter was discussed. I went back to work. I did not 
sign an application to join the UtfV. I had my card in the HCI transferred, 
and went on working as before the mine had been sold. 


"I do not know much more about the situation than that. .1 do not 
see that there is any change in working conditions than under the Progressive 
Mine Tiorkers. At the time I was satisfied with the FM77. Now I am satis- 
fied with the Dtfir7. 


■I have read tho above statement on this page. It is true and 


accurate* 


c 


o 


Ro: JOHN L» LEVIS, ET AL 



ax whicn xime ne lurniehtsu th6 *>wiwoiuouu# 


interviewed at hla 
Septem ber IB, 
and 


^ , **t>'* 


;o discuss the matter involved, and stated he would be a willing witness to 
testify to the facts as set forth below: 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 18, 1943 


make the following voluntary statement to 
whom I know to be Special Agents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice. 



"I reside at 
employed at Fine A as a digger, an; 
about June, 1932, I vas born on” 


Springfield, 111. I am presently 

mve worked there continuously since 


"The first mine union 1 joined was the UMiT in Juno, 1932 at Mino A. 

3 voluntarily joined the E1A in September, 1932 with the majority and 1 

favored the PI-1 A after 1932. In 1941 I first learned Elshoff had purchased 
tine A from Ryan from the nowspapers. }fy reaction, after knowing about the 
previous Mine B trouble, was that elshoff would sign a contract with the DOT 

and I would have to join the 0M7», the United Kino Workers of Amerioa, to keep 

my job. I would rather have worked for Ryan. 


",.hcn Ryan operated the mine, it v«is a good place to work, and the 
working conditions were very satisfactory. 


n I did not hear the rumor that Elshoff might operate Mine A through 
Jline B or that it would stay closed until we joined the United Mine 'Workers. 


"I only attended two PTA meetings, meaning tho Progressive Mine 
"orkers of America, when the men of the PMA local at Mino A were discussing 
joining the Ul£7. One was at the PMA Eall and one was at the Elks Club. 

"I received notice of the PMA Hall meeting from the newspapers. 

They did not decide anything at that meeting, but wanted to got in touch 
rith Elshoff to determine what he was going to do. A couple of the men 
vent out of the meeting to tclophone i-dshoff, but could not reach him. There 
was a fight on tho stairway between some PiA. members who did not want the 
looal to join the UMT.'. I did not sec the fight, and tho meeting broke up, 

*1 am not interested in either union. I folt that the men were 
going to join the DIF.', and that if I wanted to continue working at Mino A, 

I would have to join also. It is my opinion that the only men who went to 
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Re: JOES L. LETTIS, ET AL 


INTENT 



the Elks Club meeting had already decided to ^oin the 

I had l earned of the meeting from the newspapers. 
■■■■MM Presided at this meeting, and in a standing 


vote tney votea to join viw uui 
tdmundson of UJC7 was oall-ed in and he brought a notary 
the men filled out TJI.S77 membership cards. After this. 


1 Xkj „ AV.A Tl — mm 

AX IrCJ. UJ1»V| 


ablic with him. All 
[(phonetic) 


"I heard talk at the Mine A, among the miners that there had been ft 
meeting in the wash house at the mine last week before work in the morning, 
and some TJ1 !h officials whose names I do not know, had stated that the minors 
should be careful what they said to the F.B.I. agents and instructed the 
miners not to sign anything. Since I was not at the meeting, I can not 
furnish accurate information about this* 


"The working conditions at )£ine A have become worse since Elshoff 
bought the mine- 

c> — - - - 

n I have carefully read this statement consisting of two and on© 
quarter pages, and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


Witnessed : 



(signed) 

Ipocial Agent, F.B.I. 

HHliHHB (signed) 

Special Agent F.B.I. W 





c 


o 


Jfe: JOHN L. LET IS, ET AL. 



m 


9 „ 


— J 


Illinois, ras jointly interviere 
September 13, 1943 by Special Agents 
He is presently employed as a digger IT 


PMHI apnngiiexa,. 

oaHiis residence on 



id 

eBid 


not desire the chance of operators and stated ELS HOFF treated the men like 


slaves Then he first started operations at Mine A, He attended the four 
meetings prior to the shift of line A employees to the TJ.r but is vague 
on details of these meetings. He executed the folioring -written statement. 


"Springfield, Illinois 

September 13, 1943 


he the fol loTing voluntary statement to 

rrhon T knar to be Special Agents 
BureS ■sra U<.Si Deperi.nent of Justice. 



( Springfield, 


d. Tl linoi s 


as 


'*1 presently reside at 

Illinois. I am presently emp loye 
a nine digger. I ras bora at “ 

I first joined the liiited Wine borders of" America, referred t*> herein- 
ifter as the Hf.A at the boodside Itine Local 999 at Springfield, in 

I remained a member of the UI< r 'A until about 1932 vhen I joined 

"v r* ’vwv Tto Hinn T nf Amrimro rofo^r^H fri Vl f> r'fln n S f* V ffi T* Aft VVlO 

VrtIV M * Wgi. V ; ‘ Vi. * W V* «**■-'* W* . —— • — — ' — " — 

PTA, at Mine A rhen it signed a H5. r A contract. I started roriting at 
Mine A inflHAnd have continued roricing there to date. 


"In 1932, -rhen I joined the pH! A, there ras a vote taken in the 
PITA Hall at 6th and ashir.gton streets and the majority voted for the 
PIT A. I T ent ritli the najority to retain my job. I -would just as soon 
have stayed vith the Iir A as I ras a cliarter member of UirA. 


1 **■ : . 


. — J. _ a V- rv * i J 






’Aiter ± jJeiiu iu^/ uuus lu luu r : .a tum x ' ao Aiaci^owcu -*-u 

ing my job, and not in any union. A he first I heard of the change in 
operators ras in 1941, through the nsv spapors. I did not relcooe the 
change, and rould have preferred rorking under ft'-an. I did not think I 
rould lose my job, but felt that after a vote, the mine rould go UlfTA. 
It Torked out that ray. I thought tho miners rould vote for the Ulf.-A 
because if the PII'A ron, Elshoff 1 ould bring into the nine to vork, 
other If I A miners. - * 1 o had a vote at the Elks Club on a Sunday afternoon 


at 2:00 Pi:. 


It ras a fair election. The Ulf.A ron. 


hen tyan r a s the operator at line A, the rorking conditions there 
under the PlfA ’ ere good, and the men vrere satisfied. I >*as not approached 
by any UU.A organizer to join the HI A« I heard rumors that Elshoff rould 
operate nine A through line B. Uy reaction ras that he rould not do it. 
but I did think he rould hire some HI A won rho night take my job, and I 
still ranted to rork, so I voted for the Ulf/A* There rere rumors that 
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sashoff would oi>er, Mine A if the miners would join the 
tlf.A and we would start to work by October 1, 1941* I 
do not recall the sources of these rumors. I had all 
ready nade up ny mind to join the Dlf'A* going with the 
majority, so I vould not be out of work. 

"I attended the four RT A neetings in September, 1941. I believe 
j. got notice of part of these meetings through the newspapers and the others 
by word of mouth on street corners. 

"At the two PSJ'A meetings at the R f A Hall, the President of 
that union presided. tried to hold the local at 

Mine A, in the Rf A. xn^iirs^meetin^Drou's up in an arj'Jime’it. The second 
meeting broke up in a fight. As to this figh-, it vas started by some men who 
■sere not employed at nine A, tho vere standing on the stairway. I think they 
were f*S“A men who wanted to keep us Pff A menber-s. 

he ftednan (phonetic 

At this meeting, we agreed to have another 
.elks Club and to notify the men of uhe 

coning meeting, 

"M. the two meetings at the PlI A Hall and Jfcdnan Hall, there 
yore no UII.A organizers present to ny knovleilge. fey Bdnundson did not 
talk at this meeting and vas not there. 

"On a Sunday afternoon attht^&k^ClubjinSeptember, 1941, there 
was about 190 pjf A men There was 

no one present, but the Rf A p^^^n^^ana^^ve^^al^coimTea^^rhore were 
no ULT A organizers present before that vote. Some one made a motion to 
join the UJf.A and all in favor stood up. Practically all voted for the 
U*T A. There was no discussion about having to join the Wf A before going 
to rork. 




"After the vote, r e sent for jjjdimindson to see if ho would ac- 
cept us as a local. Ednundson came over to the £Iks Club nth a notary 
public. Edmundscn took an affidavit that ve all wanted to join the ISfTA 
voluntarily, and then he sent three mon to see SLshoff to find out when 
the mine could open. They came back within thirty minutes and said the mine 
would open by October 1, 1941. 

"I made up my mind to vote for the tyf.A the day I sew BjLshoff 
had bought the mine. No one influenced me, I figured nine A would go 
fEJ.A because lline B had gone that v$y, and i did not want a long period of 
unemployment like they day in Jline B* 


- 310 - 


o 


o 


Res JOHN L. L3 IS, ST AL. 



ITH *. hen ffan had iiinc A, rith a PITA contract, he 

treated us miners like men, but Then Elshoff took it 
over, he treated us like slaves. He did not have enough 
rooms for the men and doubled then up to get the coal out* 
He docked the uen a lot and t ould not she* us r*hy re rerc docked. Me calimed 
it ras because of dirt in the coal etc. SLshoff knew ho could got plonly " 
of men at that tine, horever, at the present tine, Elshoff treats us rail, 
because men are hard to fret. 


”1 have read this statement consisting of three and a quarter 
pages and it is the truth to the best of knowledge. 



•Witnessed* 




o 


- ( 




RE i J0H5 L. LET.V1S, ET AL. 


INTERVIEW TilTH 


and 

to understand and he cannotrea 
following sign3d statement t 


f as interviewed at his residence, ^ 
>pnngfield, Illinois, on the^ornin ^ o f 
IS. 1943, b y Special Agents __ 

has an accent whioh is 
gave information set forth in the 



#finr 




HI- 

September 18, 1943* 




I was born ini 

am an june ri can citotenV l"make the following statement 
id have identified them* 

selves to me to be - a Spcc^^Rgen^o^xn^reoeral Bureau of Investigation* 
Ko promises, threats, or consideration of any kir.i has been made to me to 
make this statement# 


11 1 am now employed at Panther Creek Mine #6, which i^Jocated 
across the street from where 1 live* I worked at Mine A aboux^^p years, 
ending last January, 1 v/as employed by Mine at the time thnt ryan sold 
the mine* I do not know why the men changed unions at that time* 1 was a 
member of the Progressive Mine workers of ivnerica at that timj. and I am a 
member of the Ftfh of A now* I did not attend any of the meetings of the 
local when the matter of changing unions was discussed. I did not hear any 
about it* I signed up with the IMS after all the other men had signed up, 
and there was a closed shop contract* I signed up with the uhw so I could 
go back to work. If I did not, 1 would lose my job. I did not hear any 
talk of changing unions prior to that time* I was satisfied with the 
Progressives, and I think most of the men were too* 
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RE* JOHN L 


. LETCIS, ETAL 


i 




^was interviewed at his residence, 

on the afternoon of SeptembeJ^^^194^^bj^Speo^^^rents 

person having alT^^Blligence wnioh probably does not equal that or tne . 
average miner. He is not diffioult to understand. Ha gave information aet 
forth on the following statement* 


Springfield, HI. 
September 17, 1945 



"My name is 

I am now employed at Mine 
tdj 

JpeciaJ 



I was born in 
I make tho following 
who have identified tham- 
ean of Investigation* 


merit to 

selves to me CcbeSpacial Agents of tno r 
No promises, threats or consideration of any kind has beon made to me to 
make this statement. 


"I have worked at Mine A for A years. I was employed there 
at the time that RYaN sold out his interest in th? mine. Etioro that time 
there had not been muoh disoussion among the men about changer* the unions. 

I do not know why the men voted to go baok to the United Min? Workers. 

I thought that the Progressive Mine Workers were oheoking off too mioh 
duos. I also did not see why there should be two unions for coal miners, 
and all tho trouble that two unions would cause. Because of this, I did 
not oare muoh whioh union I belonged to as long as I oould work* I did 
not go to the meetings or pay muoh attention to what was going on. I went 
to the meeting when the men voted to go over to the U.M.W. I voted to go 
over because the rest of the men were going to do that. I had no speoial 
reason. I do not re call anything s aid about the company favoring more 
.1.1 tV V t VJ «*L T A-Vi mv* r^Vi MMgMM r+. -t-.tmt mnatinr. did sav that he thought. 

that we would get elon^bette^J^h the oompany if we joined the U.M.If. 

"I have read the above statement on this page. It is all 
true and aocurate. 
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RE i JOHN L. LET<1S, ET AL. 



The following signed statement was obtained from 



"Springfield, Illinois 
September 14, 1943. 



of Inve^Tgaticn. Me threats or promises of any kind have been made to me; 


Kine Tiorker. In 1932 w w „ ame e Pro- 

gressive Mine Tiorkor because I didn't like John L, Lewis and the way he ran 
the U.ITL 


ing to fellow miners. I personally didn't like this becauso Ur. Ryan was a 
good employer and a fine fellow to work for. I hod also bean satisfied with 
the Progressive Mine Union as they had fairly represented the minors. I 
heard the rumor that the officials of Mine "B" were threatening to operate 
liine "A" through Mine and also that Elehcff would not operate Mine "A 1 * 
except through United Mine Tiorkers. Union. However, these stories did not 
influence me to change over to the United Mine workers. 


the sale of Mine "A" was discussed. I noted that 
of the union took a prominent part in getting the 

tho B1A to min. Ho told mo that he and the Miner's Committee had talked to 
Elshof and that Elshcf^is roported tc have said that he wouldn't open Mine 
"A* with the P.M.w. but that he would reopen the mino within 30 days if tho 
mon would switch ever to U.M.m. 


were after Mine fc A B wont U.H.*. bo causa wo no longor wero free to say what 
we wanted and we no longer had a veto as tho U.U.w. organisation railroaded 


I have been tcld I need not make any statement and that any statement I do 
make can be used in Court. 


"I was born 
tc work as a minor in 



I began 
as a United 


"1 first heard about the sale of Mine "A" to Elshoff through talk* 


*1 attended tho meeting at the Progressive Mine 7*orkors Hall where 



"I think that conditions under tho P.M.A. were better than they 
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toms* mm 


o 


RB* JOHN L. L3WIS, El 1L. 



INTERVIEW TfITH their awn men in and hnndlod the union to suit 

themselves* 

(continued) 

"1 have read the within statement consisting of 
two paces nnd it is all true. 

(s) 

Witnessed: 



Special iigents, FBI. 
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Re: JOtt! L. LEWIS, ET AL. 


! TERVTE.i WITH 



Springfield, Illinois, gas 

ho ire by Special Agents H| and 

ras cooperative but it is not believed 

that he wo 'old make a ^oo^Tr^ness because he didn't attend any of the 
msetings at the time the miners switched th eir affiliations from PMA. to 


UliiA after the sale of Kine A. 


has no known criminal record. 


He furnished the following signf^^fSTement. 


"Springfield, 111. 

September 17, 1943 

_fll. do voluntar iT^maK ^^^^^^^Bwin^st^ eaen^tcSperial Agents 

and the .federal Bureau of 

investigation . TTo threart^o^pro^^e^^S^ been made to cause me to make 
this statement and I know that these facts can be presented in court. 

"I was born emigrating '.^America 

in I became an Aner^^^^^^^^iinSp^ngfield, Ill_ it I 

began working in mines in J^H|^^H|^kh>ining Utn'A at that tir.:77lwiave 
never held any offices in an^lon^T am presently employed au line A 
as a digger. 

"I joined r rogressives in 1932 and still favor PMA because they 
have better working conditions even today. 


"I learned of the sale of Mine A through the newspaper. I also 
got a letter telling me of the sale and advising me to join UlfiiA to keep 
my job. I heard talk to the effect that Mr, Elshoff was going to drive an 
entry and hoist coal from Mine A through Mine B, Also talk to the effect 
that line A would open only if the men joined UlfifA. 


"I never attended any meetings at P*A Hall where we discussed 
this matter. « either did I go to Redmans Hall or the Elks Club when t 
miners met or. this situation, because I was afraid of trouble. 


"i went back to Mine A after it opened and had to sign UtfuiA be- 
fore I went down into the mine. At present there are to_ many docks and you 
can't say anything against the union. I would rather work under PMA as 
they have better labor conditions, and some sayso at the meetings, 
been 

"X have/read the above voluntary statement made by me consisting 
of iy pages. *he Same in true St correct. 

M/ 

"Witnessed: 

N 

Springfield, 111." 





c 


0 


Re: JOW U LEWIS, ET AL, 



"Hess, inasmuch as he only worked at IfiLne A for twomonth^and never 
returned after the shut down on March 31, 1941. no 
known criminal record. He furnished the followingslgne^statement. 



September 13, 1943 


LL. do volun- 
tarily make the following statement to 

who have made themselves known to me as Special agents oi rhe 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats o:- promises have been 
made to cause me to make this statement. 


was bom in s tarte d 

working in the mines in and around Springfield, HX_ ini 
joining ^'A at that time, I am presently employed”at 
Creek Mine #2, Springfield, 111, 



"I was only employed at Mine A for a period of two months, 
February and *<arch of 1941. I never returned to Mine a again but 
started at Panther Creek #2 in October 1941. 

"<*- was in favor of the Progressive Nine "orker^o^Arcric^^^^ 
in 1932 and joined up with them while working at 

111. I am still a member of P.M.A. I have never heldax^TTic^ii^^™ 
either Pj iA. or ^WA. 


"I have no knowledge of the facts surrounding tho opening of 
Mine A in September of 1941. I never attended any of the PMA meet- 
ings before the mine opened at which time they switched their union 
affiliations. All I know about the situation is what I read in the 
111. State Register and I wouldn’t go back because I didn't want 
to have anything to do with tfifiTA. When I read that Mr. Elshoff had 
bought 4ine A I just said to myself, *well I haven 't got any job 

"During the two months I worked at Mine A conditions seemed 
alright and the miners seemed satisfied with P.M.A. I worked nights 
and didn't have a lot of contact with the men. 

"After Mine a reopened under Elshoff one of 

the miners came by and said that *^scar Fhlcett^wante^a^uo come back. 
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Re: JOHi L. LEWIS, ET A L. 


i 


I told him, ’Nothing doing, I don H want anything 
to do with UlMr'A. ’ 

"I never heard anything about Mine A going to be operated 
through Mine B, or that Mine A would open on condition that the men 
join UM-*A» 

"I have read the above statement consisting of 1 3/A pages. 
The same is true and correct. 


INTERVTErt WITH 




"Witnessed: 



RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



make a fair to good wI^nBW. Be 

has no criminal record. Hi s statement follows; 


to me; I have been told I need not make any statement ana the- tnis s -case- 
ment can be used in court . 


"I began work at Mine ’A* in JB| as e digger as a member of the 
United Mine Yorkers. 1 was satisfied with ■ this union until 1932 when the 
Mine ’A' signed up with the Progressive Miner* Union. I decided to join 
the FMA and was in favor of that union. The conditions were 0. K# in this 
union "too but I did not think thore was much difference between U167 and PJ®» 


paper. I did not think anything about jthe sale as affect ing^j^ob^I 
attended tho meeting held at Redman’s hall presided over -by HHp 
■■■■ft a t which the question of going over to the United Mine Workers' was 
^^Scusscd. 1 attended the meeting held at the Elks Hall presided over by 

>ke at this meeting end signed up the 


operated with the UMS7 and that he would operate Mine »A* throygh Mine *B'« 
This influenced mo to join United Mine Workers which I did at the mooting 
at th6 Elks Hall. I don't care which union I belong to just that I have 
a job. 

«I have been read the within statement consisting of 2 pages and 
it is all true. 

“Witnessed: /»/ 


“Springfield, Illinois 
September 19, 1943 



States via New York Citj 
at Springfield, Illinois 
mines since first joining the 


“I v;as lorn in 




mSSSSm I came to the United 
I became a citiien of the United States 


I have been wo in the 
te^Mine Workers. 


United Mi 


"I first heard about the sale of Mine »A T by reading the news- 



“ ■ jn XI I ! 4 A 3 

miners ior vu n-wu kw b « 


"I heard that Elshoff would keop Mine 'A* closed unlessit was 





SpeciolAgenuTTr B . I.* Springfield, 111.* 
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ESi JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


> 



HTTSRVIE.f 'WITH 


that ho would ncko 

tho Mino A s: tuation. 
nishod tho f -11 owing signod si 



Spring fiold, Illinois, was intorriwod 

'ooi&i Agont£^H|HJH|HJHHHand 

WQ6 hot DOllOVOu 

Tnuoh as ha had vory littlo knowledge of 
has no known orimlnnl rooord • Ha fur— 

onont. 

Springfield, 111. 

Soptojabor 18, 1943 



SpringfioLJ^U^^d^nluntarily 

givo tho followin g statoraont to Spociai Xgor.ts „ 

cf tho Fodornl Buroau cf Investigation. Ho -’vroats or 
pron^o^o^an^Kind havo bocn nndo to ccuso mo to make tnis ..oatc-nont » 




oano to Amorioa 
to work 


"I was horn in 

naturalized in Springfield, 111 
hcutMM joining UM'Wi at that timo . 

I novor hold any office undor UK -. I began 
od until July 1942. At prosont I a- .■ rki 


"I loarnod about tho salo of Mino A from tho papors. I 
wasn’t much intorosted and didn’t think rruoh about it at tho timo as too 
mino was olosod. 


"I hoard talk to tho offoct that Mr. ELS HOFF was going to 
tako tho ooal cut cf Mino A through Ifino B, but I novor hoard that Hino A 
would bo olosod until all tho mon jcinod UlitA. 

"I novor attondod any of tho mootings hold by tho minors 
on tho Mino A situation, oxoopt tho first ono, at PM/. Hall, whoro tooro 
was a lot of arguing. I didn’t want to got mixod up in any troublo so I 
novor wont again. 


B I ro turned to tho mino two or throo days of tor it oponod 
and signod up UMfA. at tho nino boforo I wont to work. I ronoabor that |i® is-", 
moro dooks whan wo first e tar tod up* 

"Both unions woro about tho samo but I favor PUA booausq 
it is moro donooratio and rosponsivo to tho rank end file, 1 
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RE j JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 

t 


INTEKVIEVnijl 

I (CONTINUED; 



"I ha vo had tho abovo statonont consisting of li P*G 08 
1 mvu Thf> n&mo Is true ft oorroot. 

road to mo by Agont Tho Bono ib * 



Viitnossod: 



Spocial Agonts, FBI 
Springfiold, 111." 
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Be: JOHN L. LEXIS, ET AL 


INTEHTIfl. TJITH 



and 

it is believed, that ne wi 
record. His statement is as follows: 


On September 15 * 1943 

of springfieJ 

inte^^^^c^o^Spec^l Agenl 

resents an average appearance ancr 
air witness. He disclaims any cr imin a l 


HQnri n rtf i t* a \ ft 
^r* tx 


Illinois 
September 15 * 1943 


nr do make the 

.followi ng voluntar^statemerri 1 

HMvhoQ I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau oT 
Ir^es^^ation. No threats or promises have been made to me; I have been told 
I need not make any statement and that this statement can be used in 
court. 

was born in v ork 

at Mine "A" in about jl932. I belonged to the Progressive Miners union 
until 1941 when Mine "A" was sold. I have never he ld any office in any 
union. At the present tine I am employed 
I left Mine ,l A" in January of 1942. Tl 
union I was satisfied with the P.li.A. union. 



5T 61 the P.JJ.A. 


«i first found out about the sale of Mine "A" either through 

rt-*- Vv»r q 1o+ + av whi f Vi T ^/'P'ivhH f* rrvn Mr. VH 1 1 Hwan In 

OjJVi \S 4 M V WVi. > ■*** V»* ^ » VW . v » • • — — - — 

which he said he hoped he was still ny friend. V.hen I heard the mine was 
sold ny thought was that they were trying to break the Progressive union. 

I realized that if I ranted to work in Mine "A" that I would have to change 
unions from PMA to U.U.Ti. 

^"Ia^3nded one meeting of the employees of Mine n A" presided 
over which the sale of the mine was discussed. As I 

remember ffeiy Ednundson spoke and that we were given membership cards to 

-4 x * -iv\ w-i + Vk +Vwa TT 1/ T im-i r\r\ q+ +>ia+ wwsft+.T riff _ T f t cnir^ri that. 

ei ^ii ^ a >’* vi* v**v u # n » ' * ***** * « v ■» -w * * — — D — — — — 

Elshoff would operate the mine with the United Mine T.orkers union only 
and that X had better sign up to keep By Job. 

n I have read the written statement consisting of one and a half 
pages and it is all true. 


Witnessed: 


(Signed) 



Specif 
Springfield, Illinois" 
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RE i JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


gff vn 


Springfield, 
of employment 


was in terviewed at 

by Special Agent 

*~[ was cooperative bu^i^i^no^^KTSvedtlia^'TIe'TfBEn.d 
^na5^T^£o^^witness inasmu ch as he was employed elsewhere at the time of the 
sale of Mi .e A. has no known criminal record. Be furnished the 

following signed statement j 


Springfield, 111. 
September 16, 1943 


” 1 ,, 

do voluntary 

nc 

were made to oause me 


field. 111. 



___ Spring- 

tive the follo wing statement to «JpeoiaI Agents 
No threats or promises of any 
make this state men :• . 


11 1 was 

started working at Mine A about joining UW<A at that t^!^/ I joined 

PMA in 1932 along with the rest of the men. I was aatiefied with both 
unions and all I oared about was my job. I never held an office in either 
unio n. I am presently employed atj 
Springfield, 111. 


"I first learned of the sale of Mine A from the news- 
papers. It di dn’t make any differenc e to me at that time booause I was 
working for^H^HHHBH|HP At the time of the sale so far as I 
know PMk Mr. RIAN. During the period follow- 

ing the sale no one approached me and tried to get mo to join UMNA.^ 

"I heard tho rumors that Mr. ELS HOFF was going bo 
close Mine A and hoist tho ooal through Mine B, and that Mine A wouldn’t 
open unless all of the miners joined Dlt'IA. I didn’t pay much attention 
to those rumors as I was already employod at the time. 

"I nover attended any meetings at PMk Headquarters, 
Redman’s Ball, or tho Elks Club, whore the matter of tho sale of Mine A 
or change in union affiliations was di sou 6 sod. . 

"All I knew is that whan I wont back to the mine 
after it rooponed I had to join UMffA, 

"Tho only difference I notioed at Mine A was that 
you got more docks under U1KA, and for that reason I favored PM&, 


- 323 




RE. JOHP 1~ LBTiLS, ZTAL 



"I have read the above statement consisting -of 
pages. The same is true and aarreot. 


/■/ 



Yiitnessed* 



Special J>gtrvts, Fa 
Springfield, 111." 




tiW’*'*-' 


ft w 


O 




Re: JOHf L. LEWIS, ET AL. 


JNTERVOT «ITH 



1943 by Special Agents^ 

[ had difficulty in vn< 

tions asked of him, but he responded in a cooperative way. It is not 
believed that he would make a good witness. He said he has no criminal 
record. His statement is as follows: 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 17, 1943 

make th e following 
whom 



voluntary statement 

1 know to be Special agents ol the -federal Bureau ol ir.vestigcT 
No threats or promises of any kind have been made to me; I have been 
told I need not make any statement and that this statement can be used 
in court. 


W I was boro in 

States at hew ■ L ork City about 
the United States at Springfie 



I entered the United 
alized citizen of 


"I am nov^mployed at Kine 'A' as a digger. I have been employed 
here since about *t that time -*■ belonged to the United biro ork^rc. 

The union at this time Seemed to get along all right with the Aone 'A 1 .* 

I was in favor of the change to the ^rogrcxrive Mine 'workers because we 
thought we would have better conditions. I liked the Progressive lUne 
workers union during the time I belonged to it as I felt it represented 

the miners. I would belong to it now if I had ay own way. 

"I heard about the sale of JiLr.e 'A* to Carl Elshoff through 
the newspaper and through my fellow miners, I also received a letter 
from Bill -yan saying he had sold the mine and that I was no longer an 

^ r . rA — f A t T 4- U T 

tr ui ***j.uc r* * # j. vnuu^iiL. u my Juu nao um-c & n j. 

the United ibne Workers. 

"I was satisfied with the way the Progressive frine workers 
handled grievances with Mine 'A'. 

"I heard that Elshoff was going to q» rate Mine 'A* through 
liine *B' and that he wouldn't operate iiLne '*■ ' unless it was under the 

United Mine workers. I didn't think Elshoff would reopen Mine 'A' under 

i'lv-nv.CD-i na hay»Vd^c ar/1 en T +.rs fi LllS +-pH Ul TIP 

Ui iW * VgA W ” Wi. lib * u UitM WV * w Wb « WW W~ WV IHb “ «4* v-» “ ■■ b* 

so I could keep ny job. These stories which I heard from the other 
miners influenced me to become a United tine «orker. 


"I did not attend any of the meetings of the employees of Mine *A* 
ax which it v;ar decided to become United Vine «»cr't:e*». I decided to join 
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Re: JDHJ L. I£fflS f ET AL. 



up with Uj£,i because the majority of the men 
voted to go over. 


.Continued) 

* Phis statement of two and a fraction pages has been read to 


in the presence of 


d it i» all true. 




Special Agents, F.B.I, 
Springfield, Illinois" 
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Res JO tV L.. LEWIS, ET AL. 


interviewed 



[Ea'rtlTH _____ . 

Street, Springfield, Illinois 
home by Special Agent 

an appeared cooperative but it is not 

witness because of his ignorance of the Mine 
situation. no known criminal record. He furnished the 

following signed statement. 

"Springfield, 111, 
September 17, 1943 


% 

the follow ini 




promises 


do volunt arily, make 

statement to Special Agehtsfl|^^HHHflm|Kand^m^ 
of the Federal Bureau of Xnvest^aTiOT^^Ko threats or 
en made to cause me to make this statement. 


"x was bom 1 just started 

working at Mine A in ^U^^oinin^H"^ttha^time7 * ^ iave never Held 
an office in any mion. I was at Mine A when PMA. was formed and joined 
up Progressive with the rest of the miners there. I think that the two 
imfins are ahnui^ the same. At present I 'ft working atj 



"I learned of the sale of Mine a from the newspaper, and I figured 
that 1 would either have to join OlAiA or lose my job. 

"I never heard any talk to the effect that lfr__ Elshoff was 
going to close Mine a and hoist coal through Mine B, or that Mine A 
would open only if all the miners joined UM*A. 

"I can't clearly recall attending any meetings at PMA Hall, 

Redmans Hall, or Elks Club where the sale o^Kin^^^f^^^scussed^^^ 
was out of town for a few days vlsiting^m|MHHHHH||B^^ 

When 1 came back I heard that the men wer^gom^tojolnUEri^n?^?!^ 

Mine A was going to open up. I remember coming over to my 

house and asking me to come to special meetMi^^See^s to me that I went 
to the meeting and Joined Ui£,,a at that time, I don't recall the meeting 
place, or any particulars of the meeting, . ^ ♦ 

"I returned to f*ine A when it opened as a A member. 1 remember 
that we had an excessive number of docks after we returned to work. 

"If I had a free choice I would choose Progressives because 
they t reated me bette r. . X he ^liiA gave me a bad room over at Mine A and 
I quit 
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i 


He; JOW L. LEtfIS, ET AL. 


-a 


B’MVIE.. rfITK 


W I have had the above statemen t consisti ng 
of 1 3/4 pages read to me by Agent 
The same is true and correct. 



"witnesses : 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 
Springfield, 111*” 
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RE i JOHN L, LETIS, ET AL. 



’’Springfield, 111* 
September 15, 1943 



No^n?re^,s or promises of an^icind were made to cause me to make this 
statement. 


rider. I have been an employee of Mine * since 1933 or 1934. Before 
starting at Mine A I had joined FMA while working at Peabody Mine #59 in 
1932. 1 was in favor of the split and the new FMA. at that time and they 

always treated me alright. 


the newspaper and from a letter Mr. Ryan sent to all the miners. It made 
me kind of sick when I first found out about it as I figured that we were 
going to have trouble again. 

*Up till the time Mr, Ryan sold Mine he was getting along 
fine with RIA and I was satisfied with HLL at that time* 


going to close down Mine a and hoist the coal through Mine B, or that 
Mine A would open only if the miners joined TAkiA. 


cussed what was going to be dene about the sale of the .mine. The regular 
RJM officials were in charge of the meeting. The meeting was just sort of 



*1 found out about Mr, Ryan selling the mine to Mr. Elshoff from 


"I don't recall any rumors to the effect that Mr. Elshoff was 


M I attended one meeting at HJA Headquarters where the men dis- 


an uproar and nothing much was done. The men decided to 
' out. About that time I went t 





d worked a few days and when I came bac] 


was running again* 


"I heard that the men had one or two meetings after I left and 
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RE* JOHN L. 1£T.*IS» ET AL* 


the majority voted to join UlfnA. 

track Keirrs, Supt. at Vine A came after 
me and asked me to come back to work* 
and I signed up with UHKA the next day. All the men who signed up at 
once didn't have to pay any initiation fee. 



was a leader in swinging the Vine A men back into 
Uj.r.'tA.. I knew him well aid I’ve heard him say that he favored OiartA way be- 
fore the mine was sold. I recall him saying several times, "Tfe’d be a 
dam sight better off if we were UKrZi”. 


n I have read the above statement consisting of two pages and 
the same is true and correct. 


A/ 



‘witnessed : 



pecial Argents, 


Springfield, 111* 


n 


- sso - 


/ C ' 


o 



Roj JOtat 1>* TT fiL 




IKTERVIEUTOTH _____ 

Springf iold, Illinois, -was jointly lfiWFVlbwod at 

hisraaiileiict^^entn^ 1943 by Special 

Agents and did not attend 

any P!,!A i.icitings when the bad little kmovlod^C 

or under/. t-.nr J .nr concerning t he matter under in quiry. Ho 1b presently a^ 



[executed tho following statement: 


"I. 

statement to 
Agents of the 



Fedcra 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 14, 1943 

akc the following voluntary 

whon I know to be Spocial 
-igatloil, U* S, Department of Justioo, 



ngfield. 


Illinois , 


"Tho last time I worked at liine *A* was in June, 1942, 

«1bMK rtarted working in coal minos as a diggor, working in 
the Old 77est nino7 Springfield, 111, under the United liino iJorkors of America, 
which will be referred to he reinafter as the Uivl. I worked as u digger in 
Mine A off and on frem^^to 1942, I have never held an office In a mine 
union. 


"1 have no opinion to express regarding the formation of the 
Progressive Cine Union of America, which will be referrod to hereinafter as 
tho PHA., in 1932. 


"For several years bofore 1932 I worked under tho UMJT ascheok 

. . , . ri i a r 4 A V A 4- n A AVift 4-sVs 

welghmn* ax xne Tine orgumiuu ± »uu woiu»vuu *v* ***v j-- 

check weighman and had become a coal diggor again. 


«I joined tho FMA in 1932 because the majority of the miners joined* 
Eowovor * I did not like the high handed way John L* Lewis tried to push tho 
new wage scale on tho minors without their consent* I did not havo any 
interest in either union as a miner* 


*1 first knew definitely that Elshoff had become operator of 


mine A when my salary chock ohuwud the Change. 


T a 1 Vft&wyl a# 

X itu t** u w* W + V 


through some of the miners. 
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(Continued 



"It was the general opinion among the miners tha^ 
Elshoff would try to swing the mine from FI Zk to : 
ULT7 like he had at !!inc B, I felt this way too f 


n I think the PH/i were more honest at Hine A than the TJUCT had been 
and that chc tkl wanted the P Ilk to remain as the bargaining agent there* - 


n I heard tho miners talking about the fact that Elshoff would try 


-±_ . -i_ _ l XL . ^ 4 * 

VJ VO&C Lliu 7 COUA OUU 02 

not draw any conclusions 


xl r* _..xv J- l J* A XL- it! O t A* A 

VJlt: OOULU DUUl/lUIi UJ. Ji. WU UUjjli U 1 UU fc> • i \ 44 -U 

. The c rumors did not influence mo to Join the tJI£T* 


"I am sure I did not attend any of tho Pill meetings at all when the 
men at mine A* signed up with UMT7* I had no interest \n going to any 
meetings either to vote or to li ten to any talks. I wanted to stay away 
from all union affairs so I just waited until the minors had docidod what 
union they wanted and I joined with the majority* 


« t -mr** *.^ 4 - 

/xx ct;i me u:^' 


T Ovll 


#* nw ^ Hh ■{ Ari 1 

V VUM * ¥# 


bocamo rapidly worse than when the mino was oporoting under the FI'A. 


"Elshoff brought in a couple of Peabody Mine ‘Face 1 boeseB from 
Peabody ?Iine #53 and #59. These bosses took an insolent attitude toward the 
miners. They tried to make slaves of us. 


"The TJ157 fined no illegally. There was no hearing, no trial, and 
no charges presented against me. 



k 


"I have read this statement consisting of two and ono half pages 
and it is truo and corroct. 


[signed) 


".Vitnessed .* 


signed) 









0 - o 


JOHN L. LEMS, BT AL. 


INTEWIE. T-TTH 



tli^ nonrso wi 
Xl^ 


ho vouITTal^^^oo^itriess because of the neutral att^ud^rhich ho 
adopted and his lack of knowledge of pertinent facta. m^Bas no 
kncrrrn criminal record. He furnished the following signod statement. 


"Springfiold, HI. 
September 13» 1943 



rho have made thens elves knovai to me as 
■,s 01 uie Federal "bureau of Investigation. No throats or promises 
of .any kind have been nadc to cause mo to make this statement. 


cane 




”1 ms bom inj 

naturaliz ec 

It n . A' In^^fH^in I began to vork in the] 
have neve^^Hff an office in any union. 

fl-i nr> /. pfartininu 4 n Wnv.J 


to America in 
I first Joined 
Springfield. I 
employ od at 


"I ras neutral torards either UL5.A or PLtA in 1932, All I ras In- 
terested in at that tine ras keeping ry Job. I Joined Progressivoa 
at Hinc A but did ao only because I ranted to keep ay Job, 


"In the sumo r of 1941 I hoard that Hr, lyon had sold Mine A to 
Hr. Elshoff. liy rife also road about the sale to me fron the paper, 
tthen I heard the news I decided to go along rith the majority and if liino 
A r«it lfiI,A t decided T vrouldn’t be first and I vouldn’t be last to Join 
UU\A. The PUA took care of no Just about as good as nor, I ras not ap- 
proached by any organizera to Join Bf-A. 


"I heard nearly all the men talking about Ur. ELchoff going to take 
the coal out of Uino x. through line B. I hoard this talk in Beer 
Taverns Then I ra s talking rith the other miners. I ras scared that I 
rould lose iy bread & butter if this ras true, I thought that I t ould have 
to look for another Job. 

W I don’t recall hearing anything about l£Lno A being oponod if all 
the men rould Join 01, A. 

”1 attended a mooting at thc^Elk^Club on Sunday, Host of the 
minors from nine A re re there. flH[HH|BFisked no to cono coop to 


t 


I 


I 
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ZIJTEHFIZ. T.ITH 


that ueoting. I don’t knew -who was in change 
of that meeting. Four or fivo men talked but 
the only one I remember was the last one who 


talked, l!r. Edmondson. Ac all votod to $oin tJSiA, I was influenced to 
vote U v sc I could keep qy Job, Mr. jgdnondson promised to take care of 

all the w-rkors. ~ 

wt tt.is not a member of any Connittee during this tine. Before the 
nine closed do’-n Pl!/ V it was good, Vhon we first went back to work in 
1941 there ras an arful lot of docks but new it is alright again. 

"I have had th^^luntary statement unde by no consisting of 2 pages 
road to ne by A^ont The same is true a -vl cermet and I do hereby 

sign my name. 


/S/ 



'Witnessed* 


/S/ 



Special Agents, F.3.I." 
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TO, j«nj L. LEWI‘S ET AT 



inteilig.’nt and haa a lair understanding oi 
is believed that he will make a good witness, 
record. 


Illinois, 

Special Agents j 
ppeared to be 1 
e events under inquiry. It 
He disclaims any criminal 


His statement is as follows* 


"Springfield, Illinois 

Se ~ ember 17, 1943 ■' 


"I,. 

Illinois do maki 
and 

Bureau" 


pringfield , 


following voluntary statement 

[whom I know to be Special Agents 
Ton, No threats or promises of any kind have boon 
made to me; X have boon told I need not make any statement and that this 
■statement can be used in court. 



and va 
employ 
time • 

I have 
at Min 

Prior to 1932 I was not satisfied with the United Mine Worker’s 
Organization because the officials did not truly represent the miners and 
they seemed to play into the hands of the mine operators. Being dis- 
satisfied with tho union I was in favor of the switch over to the Progres- 
sive Mine Workers, itl felt that the Progressive Mine “orkerc Union was a 
good organization, represented the miners and was conscientious in handling 
grievances. There was no trouble between F. and the operator of 
Mine "A* up until the sale of Mine n A n . 



"I re si 
born in 

od 

nevc^!aluany other 
"A" as a digger. I have 


'field, Illinois 

I first was 
orkers at that 
United Mine “orkers but 
t. I am presently employ od 
been employed at Mine "A" since BBB 


•I first read about the sale of Mine »A» by reading it in the 
newspapers, I knew immediately that Elshoff would operate the mine with 
mincriTfrom the United Mine “orkers and that my job was probably gone un- 
less I was able to join U M TT. 


*1 heard that Aishoff was going to operate Mine *A n through _ 
Mine "B" and that he would only operate Mine "A" with TJ M \i minors. I 
heard these rumors at tho mootings the employees of Mine "A** hold to de- 
cide what they were going to do. I figured that these stories wore true 
and that I had bettor Join the U.M.i;. if I wanted to keep my job. 
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"I attondc^thomcotings which the Vine "A" miners 
held. ^HHHHBpresided over the meetings held 
at RediSj^^aT^aqa at the Elks Hall. I also 
-attended another meeting at the Progressive Hall*. 
At the first meeting ar ; /uncnts took place as to whether or not the non 
should joiij U.K.w. At the nex^m^tinj^^attende^hcl^a^Redmon' s Hall 
a Committee on which were and 

appointed to go end see Mr. Elshoff and get his opinion. 
Tn^To^^Ttee reported beck to the miners on the following Sunday after- 
noon at the Elks Club and said that Oscar Falcetti, the super, said that 
the men could cither chiaigc; to U.M.TI. or he would hoist the coal out 
through Hine "B" shaft. Then the miners voted to Join C’.M.Ti. After that 
a committee -.vent jut and got Roy Edmondson of U.K.'f. and he came over 
and made a speech in which he promised the men all the rights and privi- 
leges of the U.M.T7. and promised the men that there would be no initiation 
fee. About 150 to 200 miners joined up there and then. Ednundson said 
that he would get a contract from Elshoff or call a strike of the men at 
JU.no n B" . He also told us to go out to the l!in_ the next dry and we 
could go to work. I did go out the next day and wont right to work using 
the same check number as when I had quit 5 months before. The next morn- 
ing I read in the paper that Elshoff had signed a contract the preceding 
night. There is no question in ny mind that the whole procedure was pre- 
arranged between the United Idne workers and ^lshoff apd that Ednundson’ s 
talk about calling a strike was Just so much "hot air. 

m 

"1 voted to switch over to the U. 11.17. because the naj irity 
had decided to go over and because I was convinced I couldn t go back to 
work as ' a Progressive miner. If I had my own free choice in the natter 
I wjuld still be a nembt-r of the Progressive Mine "orkers because ny 
vote would then mean somethin.- and the officers would be responsive to 
the rank and file members which is not true in the United Uinc "orkers. 

’ "I have read the within statement consisting of four and a 
fraction pages and it is all true." 


INTERVIEW T.TTH 



"Witnessed 



Special agents, F.B.-I. 
Springfield, Illinois* 
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as. .TnH»: L. LEWIS, FT AL. 


IKTEIWIEu TilTH 


Springfield, Illinois, 

ty Special Agent^ 



I seemea to nave either a very pool 

indifference to union a ctivities or a reluctance to talk about union 
activities. was friendly, but he did not furnish much important 

information. not commit himself as to his willingness to testify. 

He said he has no criminal record* The following signed statement was obtained? 


"Springfield, 111* 
September 14, 1943* 


make the following voluntary statement to^ 

s'hom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal 
^^Sa^o^Tnve^^at^n^^^^my own free will, with no throats or promises 
made to me . . . 


"I was bor n in _ 

the United States in ana derived my citizenship through 

was naturalised befoi^^^as twenty-one. I am living at 
afie ld, and am working at Mine >* I joined 

land was a member of that union until 1932, when I 



I entered 
father, who 



joinec 


T ftm fi m r>mVi f> t* of* +:>>« TLW-Tfi- fit: tllft 


present time# 


" In 1932, the fact that tho union at Mine A changed from U.M.Ti. 
to P.M.A. made no difference to mo. I was satisfied to go with the majority, 
and have seen no difference in the unions. Both unions have treated me all 
right, and I have no kick coming with either. 

"I don't know who owns Mine A now. 1 don't know just when it 
+Vc+ wmn .ni A +.iv> mins, nr wKn bmipVit <-fc. It didn't moke anv difference 

MUW v*|i* W l‘U fc*W4W, 9 »“ ■ *—' — - -Q 1 " - * ■" T_ ' ■ V • ' ’ T ' 

to me that the ownership of the mine changed, for I felt that jqy work wa# 
satisfactory, and I would bo kept on. I don't remember hearing anything' f 
about the possible operation of Mine A through Mine B, or hearing anything ■ 
about tho mine being worked only under No one asked me to join th# 

U.M.^i. 1 didn't go to very many P.M.A. meetings, and don't remember that J 
ever attended any at all in September of 1941. I didn't hear any talk about 
a switch to the U.M.*. by the P.M.A* local at Mine A, and don't remember wot*r 
ing in any referendum to get the back at the mine. 

told me. 

t^uTlJ^I^naT^cm^joi^up^bocause I couldiv^g^Dack to work in tho mine if 
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RE: JOHN L. LFTVTS, ET AL. ' 

I 

INTERVIEW MTH I didn’t, I also heard, from other men around Spring- 


(continued. 

■ field, that if I wanted to go back to work in the mine, 

” I’d leave to join U.U.T7, It made no difference to me. 

If the majority of the men wanted to swing over to U.M,u« , 


it was a'.l r?ght with mo. I’d be satisfied under eithor union, I have no 

preference , 

I have had the foregoing, consisting of approximately two pages, 
read to ne, and state that it is true to the best of my knowledge, 

A/ 

■■■■special Agents, PEI, Springfield, 111, * 
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Springfield, 111., was interviewed at his residence 

jn September 14, 1943 by Special Agents 

and This man understands English fairly well and can 

be said he has no criminal record. 
tie is w illing to testify. JH||^^Bsaid that his first name' 

[but he always signsas^^^J^Jbecause he cannot writ 
furnished the following signed statement, 

"Springfield, 111. 

September 1/ , 1 943 

"yMHHfegive^ollowing voluntary state- 
ment 1 know to be Special 

Agents o^th^Ifeaerai Bureau^^^!veSigS.iofi , of ay own free will, 
with no threats or promises made to me. 



111., and 



"i am living at Springfield 

working at Banther Cree^iEneTT^4 . I was bo 
and came to tt^^nited States in 
Sprint? field in Sflk I joined the u.M.tf. in Spring- 
field in and was a meiritx^o^That union until 1932, when the 

local at TSn^x, wher^^ja^rorking, swung over to B.Jf.A. I worked 
at Mine A until when 1 9 uit and began working at 

Panther Creek, ^^asir^ravor of the switch from U.M.W. to P.M.A., 
because I felt we had better conditions with that union. I always 
liked the f'.iu.a. better than the U.M.W. 


"In September of 1941 I saw a notice in the paper that 
Elshoff had bought *ine " from Ryan. I was sore about it because I 
liked the way Kyan ran a mine, and because didn't want to work 
under a company that had had all the trouble Elshoff had had at -*4ine B, 
At a P.M.A, meeting, I heard that Elshoff might operate Mine A from 
Mine B, and figured that this would put me out of a job unless I 
joined the U.M.W. I also heard in a P.M.A. meeting that Elshoff 
wouldn't open up Mine A unless it opened up U.M.W. I didn't like 
the idea, but had to do it, because I couldn't get a job anywhere 
else at that time. 

"I went to some of the regular P.U.A. meetings, but I don't 
remember being at any meeting where a special committee was a pointed, 
or where such committee made any report. I attended a meeting of 
the P.M.A. one Sunday evening at the fi lks Club. I signed up with the 
U.M.W. at that time. Edmundson spoke at this meeting and said that 
when the mine joined the U.M.#., the Mine A would reopen. I don't 
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Re: JOW L. LEffIS, ET AL. 


know who led the meeting. No one forced me 
to join the U.M.". The entire local went. I 
felt I had to join to keep ay job. 

’Then the P.M.*. had the union, there weren't 
any docts. titer the and Elahoff got in, there were many docks, 

and no explanation for them. I quit ISine * because I didn't get enough 
air down in the nine, and also because l was getting docked so much. 

1 didn't like working there under the U.U.a. with the officers they had. 


INTERVIEW nlTH 

: ' T Jnder Ryan, 


"I have had the foregoing, consisting of about two pages, read 
to me, and state that it is true to the best of ny knew Ledge. 



Springfield, 111.® 


c 


o 


Sai^JQSH L.-L&.I S, ET AL. 




INTERVIEW ‘iilTH 


Springfield# 

Illinois was jointly Interviewed af M^residenc^cn 
September 14 , 1943 by Special Agonts 

end This individual is presently enpl oye (^^rnoTantner 

Cree^tin^^5^Springfield, Illinois, which is a HIA mine. Be can read 
English, wns cooperative, and answered questions in a straight forward 
manner. Be was under the impression Elshoff would force Mine A employees 
to join tJLIW stating he know Mine B would not opon until Elshoff had signed 
with ULTJ. He executed the following written statement* 


•Springfield, Illinois 
September 14, 1943 

r.nke t he following foluntary statement 

| whom I know to be Special Agents 

Bureau of Investigation, U.$, Department of Justice. 



•l presently reside at 
Illinois, and I am emplo yed at 



Springfield, 
Springfield, as 

a digger . I was bom in I arrived In the U.S. 

in Htt\t the Pert of Nei^iom^^^was Naturalised at Springfield, Illinois 
in The first mine union I joined was the United Mine Tiorfcers of 

aner^^j referred to hereinaf ter as the UMrT, at the Peabody Mine #6, near. 
Sherman, IH^icis in Kcvenber^Hp. I worked in Mines in the Springfield 
area from^^H to 1935, 


•On 1935 I started working at Mine A as a member 

of the Progressive iiine i»crker6 cf ianeric^^*eferred to hereinafter as the 
FLA.. I worked at that mine until I quit on that date as 

the Panther Creek Mine #6 was closer to my hone, and I started working 
there. 


•I was working at Peabody Mine #57 at Springfield in 1932 when 
that mine went H1A. I went along with the majority and voluntarily joined 
that union, to have steady work. I never had any trouble with any union. 
After I joined the 1HA I liked that union. 

*1 heard that Elshoff had bought Mine A through the newspapers* 

I also heard a rumor that the mine would open under the UMT. I thought 
I might lose my job if we did net sign up with the UMT7, as Mine B did not 
open until they signed with the UMI7. I decided to go with the majority. 

T he mine undor tte PMA and Hr, Ityan was operating satisfactorily. 

•I heard rumors that Elshoff night operate Mine A through Mine 
B, or on the condition the men would join the ULB7. I do not know the 
source of the rumors or whether they were true. It looked like Elshoff wns 


* 
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* 



t continued; 


going to force tho miners to join the UM17 if they 
▼ranted to work. I decided to do what tho majority 
did about this* 


”1 only attended two meetings of the PHA before the miner® at 


Line A j^in^d the HTh. Beth of these mootings were held in the 3£A Hall # 
and I saw t± notice of the meetings on a bulletin board at the Ri A Hall# 

n l think the President of the Local at Line A, 

(phonetic) took charge of the first meeting. At this neei 

was decided. There were arguments for and against going over to tho DUS# 

There were no fights and as far as I know, no uLfit organixors were present* 


was in charge. Nrthing vas decided at this mooting* There was a fight 
on tho stairway. I was in the hall, and did net see it* They we re both 
i%A men, as far as I kruw# 1 did not take an active part in the meeting 
and I was not on any committees* No HIT f members were there to my knowledge# 
No one told me I had to join the UMT7* 


but scmacne told me abcut it later* I knew that since the TMI7 won the 
vote, it would be necessary for me to join the UL!77 in order to go back to 
work# 


a membership ions at the mino under thfe DIPT was about 


to the Panther Crook Kine #5 and joined the RIA, to my 

homo# 



17 At the second meeting I think the President cf tho PtIA local 


I did not go to the Elks Club when they voted for tho Iftltf, 



1 went to the BMW office and signed 



the sane as before the ULuT was thcro* I quit on 


and went 


n I have read and 1 understand enough English so that I under* 



(■) 



witnessed! 



0 


0 


Re i JOHN L. LB7IS, ET AL 



of the situation at Mine A durin^^h^^eriod in question. He appeared to be 
an honest and reliable person, advised that he has no crimina 

record. It is felt that he -would be a -willing but poor witness should his 
testimony be necessary. 


N # made lie to get mo to give this information. 


n I joined the P.K.A. in 1932 I was glad to do this and was always 
pleased with the Progressives . I heard from the other miners in 1941 that 
Elshoff had bought the Mine "A" and that if we wanted to go back to work 
we would have to go back to U.H.T7. Tihen we heard that Elshoff had bought 
Mine "A” everyone was worried, when we had Bill Ryan it was nice working 
there. Ho one came to isy home To see me about going back to U,M,TC, I heard 
that Elshoff might close Mine "A* and take coal out through Mine the 

men were all talking about this, I didn’t think this would be done I thought 
it was to expensive, I heard that if we all went back as Elshoff would 

open Mine "A" otherwise he would not open it, I felt bad about this because 
I had worked There a long time and jobs were scarce, I felt I either had 
to go back to U.If.W. or be out of a job, I guess everybody felt like that. 


the meeting was to be held at the Elks. I think Edmundson was brought over 
to the meeting after we took the vote. All I heard was that if we went back 
U.M.W. the mine would open_ otherwise it wouldn’t. I just veted along 
with the rest of them to go back to U.M.W. because otherwise we would be 
out of work# we had already been off about 6 months, I know Edmund son gave 



gave the following signed statement: 



Springfield, I 
Sept. 16, 1943 





*1 only went to ono meeting around this time that was at Elks^ I 
heard about some others but I didn’t go. 1 heard from The other men that 


a talk and afterwards we may have signed .cards I am not sure about this* 




0 
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Re: JOHN L. LEfTCS, ET AL 


at the mine were better under P-M.A. than they are now 
under The dues are about the same, 

"I have had Agent HJH^-ead this 2 page statement to me as I ca 
not read english. This i6 al^true and correct and just as I have told it 
to the Agents . I am signing this of my own free will. 


Special Agent, 

St, Paul, Minn. 

(signed) 

Spec. Agt. FBI (Kilw.) 

£ nr ^ rver fM 1 H: . Til., 
r* --to ' 



After the meeting at the Elks Club I returned home at 
once. The whole local went back to TJ-.M.W. as a group and 
I dent recall ever having signed anything. Conditions 


II 



"TJi t nesses : 



(signed) , 



Sept,*°16, 1943’' 


* A A 


< 





Bs; JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


Ulinois on September 
have little understanding of the pertinent issues involved in this case. His 
appearance is poor. He would be -rilling to testify to the facts as set 
fort2i in the following signed statement; 

•'Springfield, Illinois 
September 15, 1943 

the following voluntary statement 

^ hom 1 to 10 ” t0 be Special Agents 

of^^^^eaera^Bureau o^Xnvest^ation, U.S. Department of Justice. 




"I reside at 

aresently empl oyed at liirie 

in 

at ^ 

working at iiine a aoou 
ever since, 
of America, 



Springfield, XLl^ 
as^ a coal digger. I wa^bom or 
the United States in AHp I -was Naturalizes 
hile I was intne Army. I started 
and have vorked there continuously 
flie first mine union I ever Joined was the United Hlne Torkers 
referred to hereinafter as the at the Peabody Mine, -which 


or 


t tc uw . . 

mm 

tn that 


I was working at that 
nine closed on strike. 


The 


is now mine #59, at Springfield, HI. in 
nine in 1932 as a member of the IBfj, when 
men voted for the Progressive iHne Vorkers of America, referred to here- 
inafter as the FUA, and 1 voted for the FHA with the majority of the 
miners. This mine did not open, so I went over to Mine A and worked as a 
member of the PLIA. It did not make any difference to me which union I 
belonged to, just so I could work. After I joined the FIA, I liked that 
union. 


"I first heard t’iat Elshoff had bought Jline A in 1941 from the 
newspapers and later, lir. fiyan sent me a letter saying ho had sold this 
mine. Uxcn I heard this, it did not wake any difference to mo who owned 
the mine, or who was operating it. , 

•tihon I worked in Mine A under the PI1A I was satisfied. No one 
contacted me about joining the UHi. I did not attend many union meetings. 

I did not hear that ELshoff might operate Jhne A through Mine B, or that he 
would open it if the men Joined the UW . Even if this was true, it would 
make no difference to me. I knar: that if I do my work, I will get ny pay. 

*»In September, 1941, when the miners at mine A were discussing 
joining the Ulf , I attended two meetings, one at the PtIA Hall and one 
at the Elks Club. I learned of the meetings through tho newapapers. 
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tt At the meeting at the FliA Hall, the President of 
PItA local at mine A presided. I did not understand 
what happened as it was hard for me to understand the 


English while they were all talking at the meeting. There were no fights 
and I did not see any Hi, men there. I do not know who made talks. I was 
not on an„- cornittees . 

I«li. A.\ I?! \. A m ..U 

UIC LdUU j f ^icsAwow* 

There were no UJf. men present. There was not much discussion and re all 
voted to join the tiff . After we decided to join the Hlf we sent for 
Edmondson of UT£ , and he made a short talk. I do not knew vhat he said. 
T'e were all given UIJ. cards to fill out, and I joined the til. As far as 
I know only PILi men were present when we voted to join the TBT . I wanted 
to join the U!J. because it is bigger and stronger than the P!L£A. No one 
talked to ue to get ne to join the L r J . 

r, Tne conditions at Iline A are just the sane for mo new? as 
they were under the EiA. 


quarter pages of this statement, and it is all true to the best of my 
knowledge. 


n I have carefully read and fully understand the two and one 


(Signed) 




0 



r • 
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ttt;tc w it 
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TTfPJggTWT- Y.TTH . 

Springfield, Illinois was jointly intera^jKec^n 

»ents IHMHflB 

Spiing^Xn^^ 
conditions remain 

xne same under ei'Cfier uni on and it made lit tie difference to tin s ^fco 
had bargaining rights. He stated he believed Mine A would open when 
Elchoff signed with lAfc. He had therefore prepared to join prior to any 
meetings. He executed the following written statement: 



"Springfield, Illinois 
Scptunoor^ 14, 1943. 



make the foil bring statement to , 
rhom I know to be Special Agents or the 
Federal Bureau of investigation, U.S. Department of Justice. This 
statement is being given voluntarily be me and no threats or promises have 
been nadc to induce me to make this statement. 


”1 reside 



ringficld, niinoio. I ras 
I an pre sently e mployed at 
inois asi 


n I first joined the Unite^iin^iorkers of America, referry^^^^^^^^ 
he Uti about Illinois, the 

I worked in coa^nine^J^no Springfield area 
e TB J , . In 1932 , I rent to Mine A. The PMA had the bar^^^ 
gaining rights, so I joined that union. I am nor referring to the pro- 
gressive Mine \,orkers of America, referred to hereinafter as the PMA. I 
worked in Mine A until December, 1941. 


hercinafteras t 

t^3^3^Sde^ih 


"Before going to ■vo rk at Ifi»ne /.. I worked at the Jefferson Mine, 
Springfield, Illinois as a member of the HITi, The Jefferson mine closed 
down for financial reasons, so I Trent out to Mine A* I voluntarily joined 
the RJA at Mine A. It did not make any difference to me which union had 
the bargaining rights. I was on engineer and tho working conditions under 
oithor union were the same. 


"I first learned Elshoff had purchased Mine A, through the news- 
papers. I did not welcome the change as I wa3 satisfied, and I did not 


Kiiov; ncjv 1 sccUrO my jod rna or \* : uai cliangCS foulu bo luado* 


1 .Va*. 

iuu itiuui viuir 


ditions under the Pi I/,, and Ur. ftran, the operator wore good and tho non 
were well satisfied as far as I could deteroino. I was not approached 
by anyone to join the BUf, 
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Jte; JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



"I heard a rumor, source not known, that ELshoff 
might operate Mine A through KLne B. I did not 
think this was possible as Mine B could not handle 
that voluinn of coal as it had all it could handle 


already through the Hina E Tipple. 


'•It r . as talk at the nine that ELshoff would open Mine A on the 
condition that the miners would join the UJi;. I thought this was 
possibly true, knowing what had happened at Mine E. ELshoff opened 
Mine B after the UMC got bargaining rights. Therefore, I thought I had 
better join the KL to keep my job. I made up ny nir.d 1o do this before 
any meeting. It ua.de no difference to me which union had the contract 
with the operators of Mine A. 


"I v;ont to two union meetings during the txmo of the discussions 
concerning Mine A employees joining the XZl'i, One Vas at the Pit' Ball 
and the other was held at the Elks Club, Springfield. Some PI A. member 
presided at th^ mooting which was held at the FtJA Hall. I do not recall 
hor.’ I got notice of this mooting. They discussed whether tho miners' 
should join the IM7. Some miners wanted to and others did not. There 
were no threats or fights but they argued about the matter. I was not 
elected or appointed to any committee. There wore no 1117 organizers 
present to ny knowledge. I also went to the meeting hold at the ELks 
Club on Sunday, in September, 1941. I do not rjneaber how I got notice 
of this meeting. I do not know who prosided at this meeting. There 
was practically no discussion, and the vote was taken by a standing vote and 
all I sar, voted in favor of TJ!F.. No one influenced ay vote. Before this 
vote, I do not recall that there were ary Wf, v organizers present. 

"After this vote, thu RIA members asked Ray Edoundson of the UlfT 
to come over to take then in as a local of tho UT2 Bdnundson came over 
with one or two men I did not knot:. He made a short speech saying ELshoff 
would open Mine A in a short time, date not recalled. I do not recall 
anything else' that might have happened at that meeting. 


"I startl'd working at Mine A as soon as it opened but only w^rkod 
about three months which was about December, 1941, and then I quit. 
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Res JOHN L. LITIS, ET AL 



He stated it made no difference to him what union he was in, that working 
conditions were better under RYA>> , and that he did not attend any of the 
meetings o' F*I\ because he was too old for that sort of thing. He had 
nothing of -value to contribute to this inquiry, but executed the following 


statement to 
ecial Agents of the 
istice. 


Lnuously since 


Workers of America, which will be referred to hereinafter, as the FUA. I 
liked this union, but it made no difference to mo when I changed over to 
the United Mine workers of America, which will be referred to hereinafter 
as the U1W. 

"I heard no rumors or talk about the mine not opening unless the 
miners joined UlSTi or that the mine would be operated through mine B. 

"I liked lir. Ryan better than Elshoff as the mine operator because 
•working conditions at the mine were better under Ryan, 

•t thought I would have to join the TJKTC when Elshoff bought the 
mine because Mine B was operating under the UMW. 


called by the PHA to decide what union to v:ork under. I was too old for 
that Sort of thing. 

"The only reason I signed with the UMFT was because I wanted to work 
and not because I liked the UMTf. 


statement : 



Illinois 

September 17, 1943 




and became a naturalised 
| I am presently employed 


Illinois. 


"I started working at Mine A as a member of the Progressive Mine 


"I attended none of the meetings in the Fall of 1941 which were 


"Ho one ever contacted me to got me to join the U JOT. 
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Re; JOHH L. LEWIS, ET AL 


VTERVIEW WITH 



*1 was satisfied to work under the PISA and I liked that 
-union better than the HIST. 

signed) 



"WITNESSED : 


i 



Special Agent, 


(signed) 

F.B.I. 



Special Agen 


(signed) 

.B.I." 
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Bs: JOHN L. L 2 M S, ET Al. 


o resides at 

iprlngTIeTS, Illinois, ras interviewed 



good vitness because of his ability to express himself, plus 
oKnva +ha+ nf +>io i»vf>ratT« rtiner. He i?ave infonnfltion Thich 


He T’ould jaajo 

r» -r\ 4 *n + n*3 ? 4 cv.c»r> Ck _ . . 

CU* 

is set forth in the following signed statement. 



'’Jfcr nane^ 

statenent to an 

identified themselves to ne to be 


>peci£ 


^Springfield, HI. 
September 9, 194?. 

ke tha f ollowing 
\ ■who have 
ie Federal 


HT^reau qi investigation. vo prvmie^e, throats, or consideration Of 
any kind has been made to me to make this statenent. I am "willing. If 
necessary, "to go to court and repeat any part of this statement. 


in 


•it started to t ork at ?!±ne 

of the Kin^^^ca^be^or^^^iouie^th^FlgRressi^^^^^^^jgrs 

H-r of A, at lline B. I t:ie tlcie that 

the men at lline A mostly switched over to the TEJ . I had been sick, and 
had not i orked at lane A since 1935, but l stayed active in the local, 

I say the nen quite frequently around torn, 
ended all the mootings. 

Hrv.w; MM 4-V>n "1 Q / 1 +hn nS rrr» T*/i <: . h 9 i t 

A/U-iXiiJj, OU<UU>;i Wi A, /*4X , WJ *v I...* **W 



rusynlly was. 


There ras no discussion among the nen about any aisatis - 
faction rith the operation of the local or of changing over to the Ilf:.”" 
Suddenly, an announcement cane out in the paper that Elshoff ras going 
to run lh.no A. Right a' ay there ras talk among the men about changing. 

There ras a meeting of the local about tro nights after the announcement. 

I do not recall exactly ' hat happened that night, bocauso I ras pretty- 

busy filling out exoneration papers, etc., for non that cannot read or 

t rite ao veil. ihere ras a lot of confusion that night, fjo one knar 

That ras going to happen. I do not know that ras said from the floor, 

but I did hear many men talking in private conversations about the possibility 

of taking the coal out of mine A through lline B, Thich Elshoff ran, and 

not open lline A at all. That r 0 uld have been possible, and the n«n knew that, 

because these tro mines re re joined and used the s jyno escape - There ras 

also talk that if the men joined the mr that the mine rould bo reopened, 

I do not know v^r they thought that it vould open if it vis ULI., but that 
ras vhat everyone thought, I think the men rho favored the Utf. rero passing 
that word around. The nen kner that lline B ras DU and the men ranted to 
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Be: JOHN L. LB"IS, ET AL. 


to vrork, and figured that ELshoff rould prdbably 
operate nine A through ?tine B. The men thought 
that ElaHoff Tras favoring the UMF7. That ras 
the general opinion, and that was probably the 
reason that they thought that KLshoff vould not operate ’tine A "nith PIT.' men. 



[Cont inued ) 


“At the first nee ting not much happened, 
cause no one kner much about vhat_ 

T£S another meeting. That night, 
nen ranted to vote right there ii the Progress 


LXKJ U itlULU i vU t 4 fU 

ntn^rrogressiv^iE^^aDOt 


Nothing ras decided, oe- 
little lator there 
id soae of the other 
iout Joining the TIT-* 

Sane of the nen from other Pli locals vrere there and rould not lot then take 
such a vote in the PL r hall. They electeda committee tc go end see iSIshoff 
and find ouA-That he ras go ing to do. AW^'rs on that committee. I think 

on thn t count e c , but 1 do not remember exactly 
^lo^iha^^^aboi^aj^^aaT”’.' c s done, besides more talk among the nen about 
the possibility of mining Line A through mine 3. 


” A he coOT.itteo never reported to the local again, because the next 
meeting vas held at cither the ^lks or the X rf C, and I did not go to that 
meeting. I do not knor Thor that meeting "was callod. 

’’After that meeting the local had a for other meetings. It ia 
still in operation, and has about 30 members, men, rho did not go back to Kinc 
L and t ork under the United line Workers. 


"There ras never any violence that I knov of caused by the Rf 
in keeping the men in the KJ at Hine / . The lien there Tore all pretty Toll 
satisfied nth the local and the 3T until ELshoff started operating the mine, 
end then they all changed, because they ranted to vork, and verc afraid that they 
could not vork nthout joining the* Nil . At least that is the vay it appeared 
to me. 


Wt Unnn J A Ua «ii «+ ZKn b un/1 +T*A A+ Vi n yin nnfl 

X luivu At? u uuc rtuyvv; uuao ouiu n w vu*^* 


J-t is all true and accurate. 


/S/ 



cial Agent FBI 

F.B.I." 


P ; 
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Re i JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



a criminal reco; 


llinois was inte rviewed at h ie 
Special Agents 

^nSHfctated he^S^n^^iwe 

!is^r< 


well but would make a 



poor wiinecs as he favors U.14*W. 

furnished the following signed statement* 

111 ., 

pt ember 13, 1943 

ni^^makcthefollowing 

voluntary statement wham I know to 

be Special Agents of th^Feoora^^SPcc^^jf InvejTTgavicn^no force, threats 
or promises have been made in obtaining this sta* ament and I know that what 
I may say may be used in a court of law. 



u.s. in, 

field. 


«■ 


"I was bora 
be case a naturalised citizen - ^ 


emmigratedto the 
U.S. Spring- 


"I was employed at Mine '’A" in about 1939 and I am^still 
employed at Mine "A" as a driver* 

"Ibccame a member of UKW flHSSSESSSEB^Sp and transferred 
to the U.S, in ^jl| I changed from U!!^^^n&^i^I95^^recause UMN stole the 
votes cast concerning a cut in the wage scale* 


"I thought H£A was a good union being operated for its 
members but it made no difference to no, whether I was a member of F11A 
or UJ37. I took no active part in union activities. I did not attend 
union meetings and I have never held office in any union* 

"In about August 1941 I hoard some of the miners talking about 
Hinc "A" being purchased by Blshoff. This was the first I know of the 
sale of Mino "A" to Elshoff . I felt at the tine I heard ELshoff bought Mine 
"A" that Mine "A" would become an ULfliT mine rather than a HiA nine as 
ilinc "B fi , -witch was operated by Elshoff was an UHPT mine. It mads no 
difference to me whether Mine "A" changed from R1A to UMW or not. 

"Up until Elshoff purchased Mine "A* in August 1941 the 
employees at Mine "A" were satisfied with RJ£* 

■I was never approached by UMW organizers. 

"I did not hear any rumors that , Kino "A" could bo operated 
though Mine "B M * 
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Ret JOHN L- LEWIS, ET AL 



I37PERVIEW WITH through Mine "B". 


(continued) 


*1 did not hear any rumors that Elshoff would only 
operate Hine •’A" if it changed to TJUW. 




who resides in Springfield informed me that he 


Mine "A”, No one told me the reason the meeting was to belheld at the 
Elks Club in Sept. 1941. 

"I did not receive notice of any other meetings. I reside 
a long distance from Springfield, therefore, I took no interest in any 
meetings. 

"Some of the miners informed ne after the meeting at the 
Elks Club, that the local FLA decided to join iasw. 

"I returned to Mine "A" about a week after Mine w A ff opened 
in Sept. 1941 at which time I joined ULJW in order to go to work. 


at Mine "A” subsequent to Sept. 1941 have been the same under UUW as they 
were under FLA prior to that tine. 

«I have had this statement consisting of throe pages read 
to me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


*1 do not see any difference between FLA and HOT, conditions 


(Signed 




Witnessed 


I^Special Agent F.B.I. 
Special Agent, 
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RE* JOHN L. LEWIS, ET id,. 



14, 1943 by Speoial Agents 
stated he did not have a. orimirml reoord. 
2nglish welT and would make a fair witnoae • 
signod sta-uemant to agonts* 



speak 

furnished tho following 


"Springfield, 111*, 
Scptenbor 14, 1943* 


111 


Sprin gfield, 

muko the following voluntary etc -oaont to^ pHJ abd 
whan I know to bo Speoial Agonts uTtn^rcaorcilBuro&u 
.on* No foroo, throats or promises havo boon nado In 
obtaining this statement und I know that what I nay say may be usod in 
a oourt of law. 



r I was bom in 

became a natural it o 



ison oi 


onnigratod^^^ho^ 
U.S* in, 


"I booano a nembor o^TMI in auburn. 111* in ABnnd I 
roraainod a nonbor of UlTI until at whioh tine I joinca^lia as TMT 

wantod to out the wugo soale. 


"I thought Hia was a good union being operated for its 

member s. 


"In Sept* 1941 I road in tho nowspapor that EIBHOFF 
bought Hino "a" from RYiJJ* I thought at that tino that Mino "a* 
would ohungo to TMT as I did not think ELSHOFF would operate Mine "B" 
as U£7 and Mine a as FMa* 

"Prior to tho tine ELSHOFF bought Mine "a" tho onployoos 
at the mine were satisfied with 

"»o BUT organise rs attempted to got no to join BUT uftor 
ELSHOFF bought Mino V"* 

*1 hoard a rumor among tho onployoos of Mino A that it was 
possiblo for Mino ".u." to be opera tod through Mino "B" and ELSHOFF would 
oporato Mino "a" through Mino "B" if tho onployoos of Mino "i*" did not 
join BUI* TThon I hoard that Mino "a" oould bo oporctod through 
Mino "B* I did not dooidod to Join BU7 but dooidod to wait and see 
what happonod* 
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BEi JOHN L. L&7IS, ET .uL 



"**. fow days after ELSHOFF bought Hino *■*.* 
in Sept* 1941 a special mooting of FHa at HU*, 
hall was hold, nothing mis dooidod at this 


mooting and it was not known what would take 
■nluoe in the op oration of Iiino "i*"* 


was held at Pli* hull at whioh time a aannittoe was appointed to eoo 
ELSHOFF to find out if Hino " was to bo put into operation. The 
oomittoo oould not looato ELSHOFF. 


Kodnan Bull by sonoono. I did not attend as nothing took plaao of 
intorost at the first two mootings. I do not know what took plaoo at 
this nesting. 


cm a Sunday in Sopt. 1941. woll a > nado a statomant 

before a vote wus taken to see if those attending wanted to ohungo from 
Htx to Hit'/* I votod for DIfY as I wanted to go to work at l!ine w i*. n and 


omployoos did not join 1M7. 3niUH3B0K of nado a talk at this 
mooting after the vuto was taken. I did not hear him. I joinod 1BJ17 
that day and wont home* I did n^t go tc the UM building aftor the 


**I know of all the abovo meetings as 1 spent a good part of 
my tina at tho Pit* hall us I was not working at the tine. 

"Conditions at Hino have boon the sane undor TMI as they 
were under H iA* 

"I joined Xttl to keep my job at Hino V*, but I prefer 
RiA ovor HC7. 

"I havo been ompl^yod at Hino "j*" sinoo about 1952 as a diggor 
and I am at the pro Bent time omployod at Hino A« 


ll j* few days aftor tho first mooting, a epeoial mooting 


"I oannot ronembor who was in charge of the above mootings. 

"ii few days after the sosand mooting- a mooting was oullod at 


"a fourth mooting was oall 



at tho Elks Clli> 



meeting. 



was in oharge of this mooting. 


"I havo had this statement oonsisting of four pqp os, 
and it is true and oorroot to the best of my knoirlodgo. 


YTitnossodi 




ggp Spooiol Agont-F.B.I. 
Special Agent, 
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REt JOSS L. LfTTIS, ET AL. 


Springfield^ 



following signed statement* 


•Springfield, 111. 
September 15, 1943, 


voluntarily 



"I. 

make" the following statement toj 

who have made themselves known to me as 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


field, I1W 

andJHH 

peclai Agent^oi 


do 


was^in^HIHI^^^HHiiB emigrated to U.S. i 
I was naturalised in Springfield^^. i^HH 1 started work-' 
"ing in the mines around Danville, 111. in joining UU72& at that time* 

I have never held any office in any union^^^am presentl^employed at 
Mine A as extra shot firer* 1 started out at Mine A in HjH} 1 joined HIA 
in 1932 and changed back to UTiA when Ur* Elshoff bough^MSe A in 1941. I 
don't see any difference in either union, both of them have been the same 
to me* 


•I learned about the sale of Mine A by Ur* Hyan to Mr. Elshoff 
from the newspaper. I was surprised and thought I would lose ny job or at 
least have trouble about changing unions. I heard that if we didn't go back 
to T3LT.A Ur. Elshoff was going to close Uine A and hoist coal through Uine 
B. This was the talk between miners. Ho organisers came to eee me to try 
and get me to change unions* I come to the conclusion that if I didn't 
join UK tlk that I would lose my job and being ^ years old I couldn't get 
a job anywhere else. ^ 


•I attended a couple of meetings at B1A headquarters and one at 
Redman's Hall where the sale of Uine A and what we were going to do was 
discussed. Borne men were for UUnA and some for FUA. 1 don't recall who 
was in charge of the meeting o r know anything about any Commit ties being 
chosen to talk to Ur* Elshoff the one wli0 G°t 103 to go 
to the meetings. I didn't atten^tn^me^H^ at the Elks Club and Ur, 

E dm on da on never spoke at any of the meetings that I was at. I joined TSESA 
at the United Uine workers Bldg» along with a lot of ether miners, and want 
, _ _ 

-- _ _ = ' - - - - ^ 






N 
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Res JOHIt I .RkjT ft j. ET AL>« 


IKTEKVIETi wITH 



This page and one-half of statements voluntarily road* 
by me is true and correct. 


Tiitnessedx 



pedal Agent, F.B.I., Springfield, 111. 
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Re; JOHN Li IESIS, ET A L 


INTERVIEW WITH 

home by SpeclalArentsJBHHH^^^^P^and 
p>n September 14, 1943* ^BMpstate^n^ai^i^^nave a 
"criminal record. ]HflB is able to spea^Enplish well, bit would not 
make a good Government witness as he favors UlfW. 



furnished the following signed statement: 


"Springfield, HI. 

September 14, 1943* 

»j j MWHHHspr^ield, 

111., make the fonowing voluntary stutementtoJHH^HH|^HHf and 
whom I know to be Special Agents oren^reaera^n!ureau 
of Investigation. No force threats or promises have been made in ob- 
taining this statement and I know that what I may say cay be used in a 
court of law. 


”1 was born in 
ployed at the present time. 


I am unem- 


"I became a member of Uil.7 aboutBB||in Springfield, 111. 
and remained a member of ULE7 until 1932 at time I became a 

member of P1IA. I became a member of PMA because my local UMT union 
changed to FMA. I did not want to change to PMA and only made the 
change because majority of the miners rushed to change to FMA. _ 


"I have never taken an active part in any union activities 
and never held office. 


"I liked PMA as a union and I can say nothing against PMA, 
but I always pref^-red Ui®f as I did not 'fri.sh but one union. 

"I read in the newspaper in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff 
bought Mine "A" , I did not think at that time there would be any 
change in the operation of line "A". 

"So far as I knar, the employees at line "A" were satisfied 
with FMA at Mine "A" prior to the time Elshoff bought the mino. 


ttlU TT1r T rr S'. W e 


All J VVL. 4 




CUU. *Js 


bought the mins. 


Suksd TuS 


join UK? after Elshoff 


"I heard that it was possible for Mine "A" to bo operated 
through Mine "S* and that Mine "A" would not be opened unless the 


4 


-* 
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Re: JOHN L. IOTS, ET AL 



INTEKVIE'7 7TITH 


employees became members of UMS. . On hearing 
the rumor 1 did not decide to become a member 
of UMi7, but decided to wait to see what 
majority of the miners did. 


i 


M 


I did not attend any PUA meetings between the time Elshoff 


bought Mine A and a meeting I attended at the Elks Club in Sept. 194l« 

I do not know if I received notice of any meetings other than the 
meeting at the Elks Club or not. Someone told me that there was going 
to be a meeting at the Elks Club on a Sunday in Sept. 1941 to d ecide if 
Him ’’A” should become an mine. I attended this meeting. HflHB 
was in charge of the meeting. As wall as I remember Edmonosc^^ ^ 
;! made a statement prior to the time- a vote was taken, that Mine 
"A" would not operate unless the employees become members of UM, I 
do not remember any on. else spooking . A vote was taken and all present 
voted to join UU' r . So far as I know only employees of Mine "A" were 
present at the meeting and there were no UJF7 organizers. I joined UHTC 
that day at the Elks Club. I did not go to the U1T7 building after the 


working at Mine "A 1 ' in Oct. 1942 because of my holath. 

"So far as I know the conditions at Jline "A" were the same 
under UF7 as under PiiA. I see no difference in the unions. 



"I was employed at line "A" cs a digger in 



and stopped 


"I have had this statement consisting of three pages read 



Tdtncssed: 


(Signed) 




■ Special Agent F.B.I 
opocial Agent, F.B.I." 
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BPi JOHN L. LET IS, ET A 1 


INTENTS. T'lTH 


at his 



He was Doml 

became a U.S. citizen in 
Fell, and vould make a 

p itness for the information he has to offer. He advised he 

Vi o c Tif«Ti'iV* Koijrn a ir'nnff'f _ 



executed the following signed statement: 






"Springfield, HI. 
Sept. 15, 1943 


Springf ield. HI., m ake the 

'whom 

__ __ __ ^ _ ^ ______ jureau of In v e s tlgaTTon^ I make 

it without fear of threat force or promise of any kind. 


following voluntary statement to 

T L-rirw tn ho ?neris1 £crp>nt\t: nf flip Penprfll 


"I was bom in 
and became a U.S. citizen in abou t, 
employed as 



I came to the U.S. inj 

in Springfield, HI. I am presently 


"I first started working in mines in the U.S. in about^ 
t then became a member of the United Mine T.orker-s of America union. T 
started to vork in Mine "A" Springfield, in about 

"In 1932 I joined the Progressive Mine T.orkers of America Union. 

I joined PKA because I did not like vhat Ul?. was t lying to pull, like John 
L. Leris stealing the ballot b 03 ;. 

"I was satisfied working under PKA at Mine "A". I thougitFMA was 
an honest union. 

"In about Sept, of 1941 I read that Elshoff had bought Mine "A” 
from ffcran. I felt that this was just a deal to get us to join IE5 , at 
Mine "A 11 . I felt and thought that Elshoff vould only operate Mine "A" 
under UM\. I felt if I ranted to keep ny job at Mine "A" I would have 
to join ml . 

"I heard that ELshoff might pull coal from Mine "A" thru Mine 
"D" if re vould not go tH5 . No one from UL£" or the company told me I had 

m r ' V.^1 .+ T If T r t+r* +a t’Ar.1- T rrtiO hflVh tft n 

^ w juah yfi, j uuu j. x vxw xi x ’ wimuu w v gv mw »■ v**v x * ■ v 

U!l,. All the talk among the R1A men was the sane. 
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"I remember attending two PKA. meetings held right after . 

Elshoff bought the Mine "A”. There was a lot of arguing 
at these meetings. I remember a committee was appointed a 

to see Elshoff to see if he would operate the men went HIT-. T.e had 
heard El3hoff had said he would not operate under RIA. The cararittee later 
reported that after talidng with Falcetti, who was supposed to have talked 
with Elshoff, .they had been tbld that' if the men would vote to go 3X 
Elshoff v;ould open line ■"A". I did not attend a meeting at the EHc f s Club - 
but the next day I heard there had been one and that the men had voted to 
go Hli. About a week later I went darn to ULF and signed up with them, I 
joined Uli; to keep ry job, but I would rather have stayed with P!(A, because 
I was satisfied with it, T.e remembered the trouble there had been at line 
"D" and we did not rant that. 

,f I stopped working at Mine "A" Aug, 19, 1942, because I wanted 
to get out of the mines, I did not like working at Mine !, A" under ini',. 

They kept guards around tha nine to keep men quiet and it made us feel 
like criminals to be guarded. I would prefer to have worked under FHA 
and only changed because I felt I had to, to keep ny job, 

f, This statement of three pages has been road to me and it is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 



T it ness- 


(Signed) 




cial Agent, F.B.I. 
Special Agent F.B.I*" 
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not tauke & good witness as it was obvious from the information furnished 
that ho wns not telling the truth* 


of Investigation, no force, threats or pramisos have bean made in 
obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say nay bo usod in 
a court of law* 


at Mine "a* at the present time as a digger* 

"I became u member of ttilf in Springfield, 111*, and I 

rem-inod a member until 1932 at which became a member of FMh,* 

because my local ILTJ union changed to Rlu for somo unknown reason* -I 
took no active part in union activities taid it did not nako any 
difference to me whether I was a nenber of UI57 or RIK* 

"in Sept* 1941 I hoard the whistle at Mine ".a 11 blow for work 
I went to work and someone told no that EISHJFF bought liino "A* and if I 
wanted to work I hud to join lET? as Mine "A w was a DIJF7 nine* I joinod 
ISfT that day so I could go to work and I did not ask any questions* 


know of any meetings boing hold aftor ELS HOFF bought Mino ".ii* to 
change fren RfiT to HfT* I can furnish no information as to what wont 
on botv/oon tho tino ELS HOFF bought Mino "a" and whon I joinod U«M*Ti* 
in Sept* 1941. 

"Conditions at Mine "a” arc tho suno under 1157 as thoy vroro 

under R4 a* 



furnished the follov/ing statemont# 


"Springfield, 111** 
September 17* 1943. 





emigrated to tho U*S* 


"I was omployod at Mine "a" in about 



and I tan employed 


"I did not )mirw when ELSHGFF bought Mino "a"* nor did I 
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"i havo had this statcnont consisting 
of two pugos road to no and it is true and oor» 
root to tho bost of ny knowlodgo* 


•Titnassod* 



Spooial Agent - F«B«I< 
Special Agont, F^B*!." 
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INTERVIEW t.ITH 



gas interview ed by Special Agents j 

| in the Springfield FieTd 
Offioo. ^^■wcs reluctant to discusB any phase 
of his activities and only after it wee called to hie attention that he 
had been beaten at tho Progressive Hall would he mention it. He insisted 
that he did not know the identity of his ettaokers. He denied being 
encroached by anyone trying to influence his aotions in the event he 
was Questioned by Agents of this Bureau. He stated that if called on 
to testify ho would tell the truth. It ie doubted that he would be a 
favorable witness. He announced- hie complete eatisf notion with U* 
stating that he was muoh better off with them than Progressive. His 
statement, which he refused to sign, is as follows t 

•Springfield, Illinois 
Sept. 10, 1945 

iko the following voluntary statement to 
both of whom hove identified themselves as 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Ko threots 
or promises have been made to induce me to make a statement. 



t lme • 


'I v;as born in 

I started mining in 
1 have nevor held any off ice 



and now livo at 
the U.K.h • at that 


xu Vila Uni Ou. 


*1 st arted work ing for lino A in 1933 and prior to that had 
worked at the “ ino For^|year8. I joined tho Progressive 

union in 1932 whe^the state went jarogressive. I don’t know any- 
thing about the strike at Iline B in 1937 and don't know anything 
about the union activities at that place. 

•I recall that as usual, iline A shut dorm in the spring of 
1941 for a seasonal shutdown. I fas then a member of progressive. 

I ’-rae out of town in the summer of 1941 and when I come back I heard 
that Elshoff had bought lino A from Ryan. 

*1 recall that a meeting wre callod by Progressive to try and 
discuss as to what was going to harpon at Iline A. That is we were 


wondering if it waE going to be £rogrees 
it a committee of six was appointed by t 


ive or united. As I recall 


appointed by the uni on to go and see Elshoff 


about J.ine A. These men as I recall it wera —————— 

Those of us who were on the oommittee went downstairs at 
^^^^seive to call Elshoff and I guess one of our men called 
Elshoff. 7hen I came down the stairs somebody in a group in the hall 
jumped on mo and kicked me. I don't know for sure even that one of 
our crowd oalled Elshoff. I heard eome one yell that they were going 
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IWrERVIE* Y:iTH to out ry throat, "but all I knew.’ it that a gang 

jumped on mo. I don't rsoaii the names of any of 


on out of the building as fart as I oould. I was hurt, but not bed 

enough to require medical attention* 

*1 never vient out to 1'ine B to see Paloetti or Blehoff 
about her.™ the mine was going to operate* I believe it “was around a 
•reek or so after that I joined the D.IiuW. 3 joinod U«15.TF. the londay 
after the progressive group had their mooting on Sunday at the Elks 
Club. I did not go to the meeting at tho Elks on Sunday becauee I 
didn't fool good. All I know is that I joinod the U.H.1?. because I 
ranted to and did so of my cr.-n free will. In my opinion our working 
conditions have improvod 30^ since ve joinod united* I reonll also 
that 1 went up to the ljnitod hall to sign up Tor that union. 

*1 have read over this entire statement of three pages and 
vith to state it Ie true. 



the men who were in the crowd that beat me. the 
meeting broke up as far as I know, but I kept right 


"The above statement vrae read b 
it ’"os true, but refused to sign. 



who ad nit ted 



U. S* Dent, of Justice. * 



! jT> 


Re i JOHN L. LBV 1 3, Et AI 






P r Springfield, Illinois, 
1 


[PTat vigr tfrra 

"1943 by Special Agents 
J at his hc&e* 

[stated he did not have a criminal reeorST’SJ^Vis able to apeak 
English but has a very bad memory# He would ®aE^i^>oor Government 
witness due to hie age* 



furnished the foilwing signed statement* 


•Springfield, III., 
September 13, 1943. 


*1 , 

the foil wing 

whom I knenv to be Special Agents of th^F^deral Bureau of Investigation/ 
no force threats or premises have been made in obtaining this statement 
and I know that what I may cay may be used in a court of law* 



•l bee erne a member of LIT in 

remained a member of tU-f until 1932, when"! became a member oJ 
I was in favor of the change from UI5 to FMA ae TJM* stole notes cast 
concerning the change in the wage scale. 


*1 considered PKA a good union being operated for its members* 
The employees et lline U A %1 so far aB I knew were satisfied with FHA. 
prior to the time the mine was bought by Elshoff in 1941. 

•in about August 1941 I was told by some of the miners at 
line ''A* that El shoff had bought tho mine. I did not welcome the change* 
I thought El shoff would make Kino 11 A" change from F21A to UIF, as he had 
forced Kino U E* to change from FKA to UKW* 

•I did not hear anything about El shoff operating Mine *A a 
through r±nc “E* 1 . 

*1 thought El shoff would not operate Mine "A* unices the 
employees become members of TX5T; most of the miners I talked to thought 
tha soma thing* I decided to change from FKA to tJiV so as to keep my 
job at Kino 11 A* although I did not want to change. I was not approached 
by any Uii> organisers to join UW?* 

*1 did not attend nny mootings betw een the time El shoff 
bought Mino *A* in August 1941 and a meeting on a Sunday in Sopt* 1941 
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